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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Suspension of the Davis-Bacon Act and the Related 
Acts in Florida, Hawaii, and Louisiana 

On October 14, 1992, President Bush signed a proclamation, copy 
attached, suspending the Davis-Bacon Act in those areas seriously 
affected by the devastation resulting from Hurricanes Andrew and 
Iniki. The suspension proclamation was issued pursuant to 
section 6 of the Davis-Bacon Act, 40 u.s.c. 276a-5, and also 
applies to various related acts as well as any Executive order, 
proclamation, rule, regulation, or other directive requiring 
Davis-Bacon wage determinations. 

This suspens·ion covers the couh,ties of Broward, Collier, Dade, 
·and Monroe in the state of Flor1da; the parishes of· Terrebonne, 
Lafourche, st. Martin, Assumption, Iberia, st. John the Baptist, 
Iberville, st. Mary, Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Lafayette, St. 
Charles, st. Tammany, West Baton Rouge, West Feliciana, East 
Feliciana, Point Coupee, Jeffer,son, Acadia, Avoyelles, Cameron, 
Jefferson Davis, Orleans, Plaque~ines, st. James, st. Bernard, 
Vermillion, Allen, Calcasieu, Evangeline, Livingston, Rapides, 
St. Helena, st. Landry, Tangipahoa, and Washington in·the state 
of Louisiana; and the islands of Oahu, Maui, Hawaii, Kauai, 
Lanai, and Kahoolawe in the State of Hawaii. In the event that a 
single contract/project requires construction work in areas 
covered by the suspension, as well as in areas not covered by the 
su.spension, the Davis-Bacon provisions must be applied to the 
work performed outside of the suspended area(s). 

The suspension will remain in force until otherwise provided 
and applies to all contracts entered into on or after October 14, 
1992. Therefore, as of October 14, 1992, agencies should not 
request wage determinations for contracts to be awarded in the 
designated areas. 
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In the case of projects assisted under the National Housing Act, 
the applicable date is the.beginning of construction or the 
initial endorsement of the mortgage, whichev~r occurs first. 
Thus, if either construction began or initial endorsement 
occurred prior to October 14, the Davis-Bacon provisions would be 
applicable to the project~ In the case of projects to receive 
housing assistance payments under section 8 of the U. S. Housing 
Act, the applicable date is the beginning of construction or the 
execution of the agreement to enter into a housing assistance 
payments contract. Thus, if either of these two events occurred 
prior to October 14, the Davis-Bacon provisions would be 
applicable to the project. 

Contracts awarded prior to October 14 are not impacted by this 
suspension, and the determined rates apply to all covered work 
performed on such contracts. Thus, subcontracts to such prime 
contracts are subject to Davis-Bacon provisions irrespective of 
the date of subcontract. The provisions of the Act and 
regulations for enforcement of the contract requirements, 
including the conformance provisions for adding classifications 
and wage rates, continue to apply to such contracts. 

Questions regarding implementation of the suspension proclamation 
should be directed to··Philip Gloss at (202) 219-7455. 

Attachment 
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TO SUSPEND THE DAVIS-BACON ACI' OF MARCH 3, 1931, 
WITHIN A LIMITED G?OGR>.PHIC AREA IN RESPONSE TO THE 

NATIONAL EMERGENCY CAUSED SY HURRICANES ANDREW ANO INIKI 

BY THZ: PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES or AM!:R:tc>. 

A PROCI.AM.\TION 

•. Section lot the ~avia-Bacon Act or March J, 1931 
(46 Stat. 1~9~. as amend~.!i, 40 u.s.c. 276a(a)), provides: 

..• ev•ry contract in exc••• of s2,ooo to which tha 
Unit•d Statea or the District of Columbia 1• a party, 
for conatr12ction, alteration, and/or r•pair, including 
painting and decorating, ot public build!~g• or public 
work• ot·the United State• or the Diatrict ct Columbia 
within the gaographical limit• or th• Stat•• ot ~• 
Union or·th• District ot co:umbia, and which req,J.ir•• 
or involv•• the •mployment of mechanic■ and/or. 
laborers an.all contain a proviaion au.ting th■ minimum 
wag•• to be paid variou• cl••••• ot laborer• and 
mechanic• which &hall be basad upon th• vaqH that 
will b• determined by th• s■cretary ct Labor to be 
prevailing for th• correaponding cla•••• of laborer■ 
and m■chanic• employ■d on projects ot a ch•ractar 
similar to th• contract vork in the city, town, 
village, or other civil subdivi■ i0n ot th• Sta.t• in 

· which the work 1■ to be J)4r!ormed, or in th• District 
of Col~ia if th• worJc 1• to be pertoriMd there .... 

2. Und.ar variou■ other relat■d acts, the payma.nt ot wage• 
is made dapendent upon determination■ by th• secr■tary ot Labor 
under the Davia-Bacon Act. 

J. s■ction 6 of the oav1e-eacon Act, ~o u.s.c. 276a-s, 
provide• that "In th• event ot a national •m•rgency th■ 
Preaident i~ authorized to suspend th• provision• o! 
sactions 276~ ta 276a-5 ot thi■ title,R 

4. Within l••• than th• period of a month·, thrH vital· 
are4a ot the Nation have bean devastated by hurri.can••· In late 
Auqu■t, South Florida and ■ectiona of Louiaiana .xperienced the 
full tore• of Hurricane Andrew, one ot th• ••v•r••t hurricane• 
evar tQ •trike th• United St.at••• Th• d■vaauti0n that anauad 
rHulted in the larc;ut uaunt ot propu-ty dasaqe fr011 a natural 
diaaatu 1n tb• hiatory of ~- Kation·. finl ot thouund.a 0~ 
beu• vua <:taatrayad, thousand.a- ot blainaa. utal)li~__.. 
badly daaaqed, and th• public intnatru~ur• ot m.lch of Dade 
county wa■ ••v•r•ly dam.aqad. On se"ptubar 12, an equally 
f■rOClious hurricane ■truck the K&vaiian Island.a. Aa a result 
ot HUrricane Iniki, hundred■ ot hoa«• v.re deatroyed., the 
tou.ri■t industry on tb• i•l&n4 of Uuai vaa deva■tated, and 
much of th• ialand'• intraatructur• vaa ••v•rely d&ll■~•d. 
Th• combined. impac:1: ot th••• hurricane• ha• reeulted 1n an 
unprecedented level ot devaatation. 
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7h-onom-..c at f<lccs- o:- tailG-h\olf-rl.Gari-Qe-ha-v<il ~- -t>qth'!I~ 
devastat~n9. Many bU5l.nesges have be•n either de&troyed er 
significantly damaged. ~housanda of individual~ have lost 
t~eir :oba and livelihood. In addition, a record amounc ot 
:ederal assistar.ce wil: be needed to rastorQ the conununicies 
that have been ravaged by th•a• hurric~n••· Accordingly, : 
rind t..'1.e conditions cau.11ed by Hurrican•• Andr•v and Iniki 
to constitute a "national er:aerg•ncy" 1.'ithin th• m•aning of 
section 6 of the Davis-Bacon Act. 

(aJ The devastation caused by beth hurricane• has 
resulted in more thAn $20 billion in property da.ma.qe. 

(b) The Fed•ral Government has provided over $10 billion 
in budgetary resources for disaster and related aaaiatance to 
the people and the co=unitiea that vere victimized by these 
hurr:.canesa 

(c) The wage rates :mposed by the Davis-Bacon Act 
~~crease the cost to t~e~~deral Government or provldi~g 
Federal assistance to t.heaa araas. 

(d! SuspGnaion of the Davis-eacon Act, and the operation 
of ral.1:ed act.li t.o t.he ext.ant they depend upon th• Secretary of 
Labor's det.ar.ninations under th• Davia-Bacon Act, will reault. ~~ 
great.er aeaiat.ance to t...~e•• d•vastatad COIDlllW'lit.1•• and will 
permit. t.he e~ploymant of thousand• of additional individu~l•. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, Pra■ id■nt ot t..he 
united States of America, do by thi• proclamation ■uapend, a• 
to all contracts entered into on or a!t■r th• date ot thia 
proclamation and until ot.h•r<,,1i•• provid■d, the proviciona ot 
the Davia-Bacon Act of March 3, l.i31, as uetided, and th• 
proviaion• of all other act• providing tor th• payment of 
~agea, which proviaiona ar• dependent upon d■terminationa by 
the Secretary of Labor under th• oavi■-84.con Act, aa they apply 
to contract• to be perfor.ned in the tollO\l'inq jurisdiction•: 
the counti•• of Bro;.,ard, Collier, Dade, and Monroe in th• State 
of Florida; the pariah•• of Terre.bcnne, Latourch•, St. Marti.n, 
Asau.m.ption, Iberia, st. John the Bapti•t, Ibervill•, St. M&ry, 
Aacen■ ion, East Baton Rouge, L&tayett■, St. Charl••, 
St. TAlnmany, West Bat~n Rouge, w■at Feliciana, East Feliciana, 
Point Coupe•, Jatferaon, A~dia, Avoyell••, Cll.lll■ron, Jeffar■ on 
Davis, Orl•ana, Plaquemine■, st. Jaa••• St. Bernard, Vaniillion, 
Allen, Calca■ ieu, Evangeline, Livingston, Rapid••• St. Helana, 
St. Landry, Tangipahoa, and Washington in th• State of 
Loui■ iana; and th• ialanda of Oahu, Maui, Hawaii, Kauai, Lanai, 
and Kahoolav~ in the State of Havaii; 

And, a• to auch contract■ to be perform•d in auch 
jurisdictions, I do hereby suspend, until otharwi•• provided, 
the provi■ ion• ot any Executive crd•r, proc:lamation, rulQ, 
regul•~ion, or other directiv• providing !er the-p.a.yment of 
wa~•••·vhich provision• ar• d•pend■nt upon datarmi.nationa by 
th• secretary ot Labor under the Davia-Bacon Act; 

IN IU'l'NESS WH:!Rml', I ll&ve heraunto ••t IIY hand thia 
fourt■-nth day of oc:tcl:Mlr, in th• yaar ot our Lord 
nin•t•.:t hundred and ninety-tvo, and ot th• Indep■nd•nc• ct t.h• 
Unit•d Stataa of Am•rica th• two hundred and ••v•ntaenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 


