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In 2021, India made moderate advancement in efforts

to eliminate the worst forms of child labor.The State
Government of Bihar issued the biggest recorded payout

to survivors of the Muzaffarpur shelter home case, which
involved the victimization of 44 girls between the ages of 7
and 17 for the purposes of commercial sexual exploitation.
In addition, Indian authorities rescued 58,289 children from
child labor during 2020-202 1, an increase from previous
years. In July 202 [, the Anti-Human Trafficking Units in
Telangana also rescued more than 2,500 children from
child labor and streamlined the state's human trafficking
prevention and rehabilitation processes.Although the
government made meaningful efforts in all relevant areas
during the reporting period, the government did not publicly
release information on its labor law enforcement or criminal
law enforcement efforts. Children in India are subjected to
the worst forms of child labor, including commercial sexual

exploitation, sometimes as a result of human trafficking. Children also perform dangerous tasks in garment
production, stone quarrying, and brickmaking. Hazardous work prohibitions do not include all occupations

in which children work for long periods in unsafe and unhealthy environments, and penalties for employing
children are insufficient to deter violations.There are also serious concerns about widespread corruption among
police and other government officials related to the enforcement of child labor crimes, actively impeding the
investigation and prosecution of such offenses, and mistreating victims. In addition, children continue to be
abused in shelter homes that operate without sufficient government oversight or accountability.

I. PREVALENCE AND SECTORAL DISTRIBUTION OF CHILD LABOR

Children in India are subjected to the worst forms of child labor, including commercial sexual exploitation,
sometimes as a result of human trafficking. (1) Children also perform dangerous tasks in garment production,
stone quarrying, and brickmaking. (1,2) Table | provides key indicators on children’s work and education in India.

Table I. Statistics on Children’s Work and Figure 1.Working Children by Sector,Ages 5-14
Education

Children Age Percent SErvie

Working (% and population) 5to 14 1.4 (3,253,202) 10.4%

Attending School (%) 5to 14 90.7

Combining Work and School (%) 7to 14 0.3

Primary Completion Rate (%) 94.6 Agriculture |“3d;.17§/|:Y
Source for primary completion rate: Data from 2020, published by UNESCO 56.4%

Institute for Statistics, 2022. (3)
Source for all other data: International Labor Organization's analysis of statistics
from National Sample Survey Round 68 (NSS-R68),2011-2012. (4)

Based on a review of available information, Table 2 provides an overview of children's work by sector and activity.

Table 2. Overview of Children’s Work by Sector and Activity

Sector/Industry Activity

Agriculture Farming, including ploughing land, producing hybrid cottonseed and hybrid vegetable seeds, cultivating cotton and
rice, harvesting sugarcane, tea, coconut, eucalyptus, and ginger, and performing peripheral work, such as removing
weeds (1,2,5-8)

Processing sugarcane, cashew nuts,} and seafood (6,9,10)
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Table 2. Overview of Children’s Work by Sector and Activity (Cont.)

Sector/Industry Activity

Industry Manufacturing garments, weaving silk fabric and carpets,} producing raw silk thread (sericulture), spinning cotton
thread and yarn, and embellishing textiles with silver and gold (zari)t (1,2,7,11,12)

Manufacturing glass bangles,} imitation jewelry, locks,t and brassware,{ and polishing gemst (2,7,13-15)
Rolling cigarettes (bidis)T and manufacturing incense sticks (agarbatti), fireworks,t and matchest (7,16)

Manufacturing footwear and bags, producing leather goods and/or accessories,t fans, toys, and stitching soccer
balls (7,17-20)

Producing bricks,t quarrying and breaking sandstonet} and granite,t and mining and collecting micat and
coalt (1,2,7,21-27)

Services Domestic workf (2,7,28,29)
Working in restaurants, hotels, food service, and tourism services (1,7,25,30,31)
Street work, including scavenging, sorting garbage, selling trinkets, and organized begging (1,2,7,21,25,32,33)
Working in automobile workshops, and vehicle repairs (1,7,21,34)

Categorical Worst Forced labor in agriculture, including producing hybrid cottonseed and harvesting sugarcane (1,2)

Forms of Child Labor}  Forced labor in producing bricks, quarrying stones, and in rice mills (25,35,36)

Forced labor in producing garments and carpets, spinning cotton thread and yarn, and embroidering silver and gold
into textiles (zari) (1,11,25,35)

Forced labor in producing bangles, imitation jewelry, leather goods, toys, fans, plastic goods, footwear, and
bags (2,14,15,19,20,37)

Forced labor in domestic work and begging (2,7,19,32)
Commercial sexual exploitation, sometimes as a result of human trafficking (1,2,7,32)
Recruitment of children by non-state armed groups for use in armed conflict (1,2,38)

Use in illicit activities, sometimes as a result of human trafficking, including the use of children to commit theft, traffic
other children, and recruit other children for commercial sexual exploitation (7,39,40)

T Determined by national law or regulation as hazardous and, as such, relevant to Article 3(d) of ILO C. 182.
F Child labor understood as the worst forms of child labor per se under Article 3(a)—(c) of ILO C. 182.

India is a source and destination country for child trafficking, especially of girls and child sex tourism. (35)

Human traffickers fraudulently recruit Nepali and Bangladeshi women and girls in significant numbers to India.
Some Indian and Nepali girls are forced to work as "orchestra dancers" until girls are able to pay off debts that
are usually fabricated. (35) Human traffickers also exploit European, Central Asian, and African girls in commercial
sex. (35) Within India, children are trafficked for commercial sexual exploitation and forced labor in agriculture
and domestic service. (1,2) Girls as young as 14 are trafficked from states such as Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh for
commercial sexual exploitation. Human traffickers charter buses from the states of Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan,
and Karnataka to transport migrant laborers, including children, from Bihar. (41,42) To avoid suspicion, human
traffickers often ask parents to accompany children to their destination. NGO's intercepted several human
trafficking operations in 2021, during which they found many children carrying false identification cards as proof
of being the legal working age. (41)

Most labor trafficking is internal to the country, with the states of Bihar, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, and Odisha
being major sources of trafficked children. (1,21) Children from India’s rural areas migrate to urban centers or
are trafficked for employment in industries such as spinning mills and cottonseed production, in which they are
forced to work in hazardous environments for little or no pay. (25,35,43) Trafficked children are also employed
on cotton farms and in home-based embroidery businesses, roadside restaurants, and brick kilns. (1) In addition,
children are forced to work as bonded laborers in brick kilns and stone quarries to pay off family debts owed

to moneylenders and employers. Children typically enter debt bondage along with their entire families. (1,2,21)
Indian children are also used in forced labor, such as in mining and portering, by organized criminal groups and by
their own families. (7)

Child survivors of commercial sexual exploitation and forced labor are more likely to be from marginalized
groups, such as low-caste Hindus, members of tribal communities, and religious minorities. (1,2,44,45) Though
banned in 1988, the jogini system, in which girls as young as age 12 and from the lower castes are married to
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a local deity and used as sex slaves, is still prevalent in some parts of India. (1,46) Prevalence data for the jogini
system are lacking in India, though authorities believe that many hidden cases exist throughout the country. (46)
Human traffickers sometimes kidnap children from public places, such as railway stations, entice them with

drugs, and force girls as young as age 5 engaged in sex trafficking to take hormone injections to appear older.
Both registered and unregistered spas exploit girls in sex trafficking, and the government lacks sufficient oversight
of such establishments. (2,47,48)

Non-state armed groups reportedly recruit children as young as age 14 for use in direct hostilities against the
security forces of Jammu and Kashmir. (2,38,49) Children are also forced by non-state armed groups in the states
of Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand to handle weapons, improvised explosive devices, and serve as spies, couriers,

and soldiers. (2,50,51) Maoist groups sometimes used children as human shields in confrontations with security
forces. (2,50) Recent reports have indicated that at least 70 percent of Maoist cadres are forcibly recruited as
children, with 20 percent of these children being forcibly sterilized. (52) In addition, some female child soldiers
reported that commanders of non-state armed groups recruited and used them in part for sexual exploitation,
including practices indicative of sexual slavery. (2)

Despite the enactment by Parliament in 2009 of a Right to Education Act that provides free and compulsory
education for children below the age of 14, there are several barriers to educational access in India. Budgetary
constraints contribute to the lack of schools, well-trained teachers, separate and sanitary washrooms for girls,
adequate infrastructure, and transportation options, creating barriers and limiting access to education, particularly
in overcrowded urban slums or bastis. (1,21) Furthermore, children from marginalized groups face additional
barriers to accessing education. (1,21) Teachers sometimes subjected these children to discrimination and
harassment. (1,53) Research has found that lower caste children in some schools are reportedly segregated in
classrooms, sometimes resulting in higher dropout rates. (21,51) In addition, refugees who are not granted visas
or provided identity cards by UNHCR often are not able to access education services. (21,25) Children up to
the age of 14, rescued from child labor, can attend school, including the option to take vocational training. (32)

Restrictions to contain the COVID-19 pandemic required schools to remain closed until September 2021.
Schools gradually reopened after an 18-month hiatus, but the damage to children's learning and educational
experience has been significant and on par with global trends. (54,51) During the reporting period, classes

were held online and the Government of India incorporated community radio stations and government-owned
television to broadcast classes to children with connectivity issues to help increase accessibility to learning. (1,51)
However, children from economically disadvantaged families and children in some rural areas were unable to
attend classes due to a lack of Internet connectivity or lack of accessible devices. (1,55) Child advocates in India
indicate an increase in child labor and child trafficking during the reporting period due to economic contractions
related to the pandemic, with children dropping out of school to work in hazardous occupations. (34,56,51)

Between April | and May 25,2021, at least 577 children lost both parents to the pandemic. (57,58) Children
orphaned by the pandemic are vulnerable to exploitation for cheap labor and commercial sexual exploitation.
Children are also at risk of being transported to smaller towns and rural areas, put up for scam adoption
schemes, and recruited to work in factories, sometimes leading to situations of child labor or sex trafficking. (57)

The Government of India does not collect or publish data specifically on child labor, nor does it make available
the raw data from the national census. (21,25)

Il. LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR CHILD LABOR

India has ratified all key international conventions concerning child labor (Table 3).



India

MODERATE ADVANCEMENT
Table 3. Ratification of International Conventions on Child Labor
Convention Ratification
AT ini
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QVL_';?";J' ILO C. 182,Worst Forms of Child Labor v
UN CRC v
@ UN CRC Optional Protocol on Armed Conflict v
UN CRC Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography v
7SN
‘\/l ‘\} Palermo Protocol on Trafficking in Persons v
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The government has established laws and regulations related to child labor (Table 4). However, gaps exist
in India’s legal framework to adequately protect children from the worst forms of child labor, including the
prohibition of recruitment of children by non-state armed groups.

Table 4. Laws and Regulations on Child Labor

Meets
International Age Legislation
Standards

Standard

Minimum Age for Work Yes 14 Section 3(1) of the Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation)
Act (59)

Minimum Age for Hazardous Yes 18 Section 3A of the Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation)

Work Act (59)

Identification of Hazardous Yes Schedule to the Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act;

Occupations or Activities The Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code (60,6 1)

Prohibited for Children

Prohibition of Forced Labor Yes Sections 2(g), 4,and 16-19 of the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act;
Sections 367-368,370, 371, and 374 of the Penal Code; Section 79 of the
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (62-64)

Prohibition of Child Trafficking No Sections 366A, 366B, 370, and 372 of the Indian Penal Code; Sections
2,5,and 5A-5B of the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act; Article 23 of the
Constitution (63,65,66)

Prohibition of Commercial Sexual Yes Sections 366A, 366B, 370A, 372, and 373 of the Indian Penal Code; Sections

Exploitation of Children 4-6 of the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act; Sections 13—15 of the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences Act; Section 67B of the Information
Technology Act (63,65-68)

Prohibition of Using Children in Yes Sections 76, 78, and 83(2) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of

lllicit Activities Children) Act; Section 15-18,20-23, and 32B(c) of the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substance Act (62,69)

Minimum Age for Voluntary State  Yes 16 Codified Military Rules (70)

Military Recruitment

Prohibition of Compulsory N/A*

Recruitment of Children by

(State) Military

Prohibition of Military No Section 1(2) and 83 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children)

Recruitment by Non-state Armed Act (62)

Groups

Compulsory Education Age Yes I5 Section 3 of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (71)

Free Public Education Yes Section 3 of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (71)

* Country has no conscription (72)

The Parliament enacted the Occupational Safety, Health, and Working Conditions Code in September 2020. After
delaying implementation through the reporting year, the new labor code was slated to take effect in 2022. (61)
While the labor code stipulates that the central government will declare standards on a variety of matters,

BUREAU OF INTERNATIONAL LABOR AFFAIRS
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including the prohibition of employment of children near cotton openers and the employment of children ages
14 to 18 on dangerous machines, the code only covers establishments with 10 or more employees, factories
with 20 or more employees, and manufacturing facilities with 40 or more employees, leaving workers in smaller
workplaces unprotected. (61) However, this code does not replace the Child Labor Act (CLA), which continues
to remain a separate, enforced legislation that clearly prohibits employment of children. (51,60)

In June 2021, the Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD) released a draft of the Trafficking in
Persons (Prevention, Care, and Rehabilitation) Bill 2021 for public comment. (51,73) A previous bill under the
same name was initially drafted in 2018 and passed the House, but was never introduced in the Senate.The

2021 version of the bill expands the scope of the 2018 bill and provides care and rehabilitation to women and
children, including Indian citizens outside of India and trans persons, and it addresses gaps in the previous version
of the bill. (73,74) The 2021 bill would also establish a National Anti-Trafficking Committee, a body responsible
for enforcing the provisions of this legislation at the federal level, as well as a rule requiring reported human
trafficking crimes to be fully investigated within 90 days. (73,74) The bill was originally slated to be brought to
parliament for a vote during the July- August 2021 session, but was delayed. (51,75)

While India's existing legal framework governing child labor meets international standards on the minimum age
for work, it is lower than the compulsory education age and children may be encouraged to leave school before
the completion of compulsory education. (59,71) Despite evidence that children work for long periods in unsafe
and unhealthy environments in spinning mills, garment production, and carpet making, the regulations governing
children ages 14 to 18 in hazardous labor do not include these sectors. (7,60,76) In addition, sources report that
the minimum age for voluntary recruitment into India’s Armed Forces is age 16 and that individuals must be age
I8 to be deployed, but research could not pinpoint these criteria in Indian law or regulation. (77,78) The Juvenile
Justice Act (2015) imposes imprisonment and fines on non-state actors recruiting child soldiers; however, the act
does not apply to the territory of Jammu and Kashmir where such practices are known to occur. (62)

IIl. ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS ON CHILD LABOR

The government has established institutional mechanisms for the enforcement of laws and regulations on child
labor (Table 5). However, gaps exist within the operations of enforcement agencies that may hinder adequate
enforcement of their child labor laws.

Table 5.Agencies Responsible for Child Labor Law Enforcement

Organization/Agency Role

State Government Labor Conducts labor inspections, including inspections for child labor. Enforces child labor laws, including
Inspectorates assessing penalties for violations found during inspections. (1) Refers children to Child Welfare
Comnmittees for protection and rehabilitation services. (62)

State and Local Police Enforce laws pertaining to child labor and human trafficking. (76) Submit information to District
Magistrates to determine whether a case should be prosecuted in District Court. (1) Refer children to
Child Welfare Committees for protection and rehabilitation services. (62) The Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) (also referred to as "Crime Branch") is a unit of the police force in each state.
There are 36 CID's across India. (72,79)

Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) — Investigate cases of domestic and international human trafficking. (35,41,76) Reports to district police
Anti-Trafficking Operations Division —  chiefs. (2) There are a total of 696 AHTUs in various States and Union Territories across India.

State and District-Level Anti-Human

Trafficking Units (AHTUs)

Central Bureau of Investigation Investigate and prosecute cases involving the kidnapping and trafficking of women and children by

— Anti-Human Trafficking Units professional gangs operating across multiple states at the district level. Take on cases by request of, or
(AHTUs) and Anti-Human Trafficking  in agreement with, state governments. (2,80) Manage the 24-hour Helpline No.01 | for reporting cases
Cells (AHTCs) of “lllegal Human Trafficking Especially Trafficking of Children & Women.” (41,81) Similar to AHTUs,

AHTC:s provide intelligence gathering on human trafficking cases across the state. Each AHTC consists
of an Assistant Commissioner of Police/Deputy Superintendent of Police officer, inspector, and sub-
inspector. (51)

National Investigation Agency Investigates terror-related cases. (25) Investigates and prosecutes trafficking in persons cases that have
multiple state or international ramifications. (25,32,79,82)
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The Anti-Human Trafficking Units (AHTUs) function at the district level and work within the local police
department. Research has found that some AHTUs are effective in conducting investigations, providing evidence
for cases, and empowering survivors. (51) In the wake of the pandemic, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
allocated $13.3 million and directed the States and Union Territories to expedite the establishment of

AHTUs covering all districts in India and upgrade the infrastructure of existing AHTUs to eliminate human
trafficking. (83) State governments also dedicated financial resources to create and support fully functioning
AHTUs in their jurisdictions. (51) India's largest state Uttar Pradesh had functional AHTUs in all 75 districts.

In addition, the Odisha state government allocated a total of $544,795 to strengthen the state's 37 integrated
AHTUs, one in each of the 36 police districts and another in the headquarters of the state Crime Investigation
Department. (51) Other funding allocation was also made for Anti-Human Trafficking Cells (AHTCs). (51)

However, a lack of resources and adequately trained staff has hindered the effectiveness of AHTUs across

India. (2,84) Research was also unable to determine whether the AHTUs were set up and functional in all

the states with allocated funding during the reporting period. (51) Reports show that the funding was mostly
spent on infrastructure (e.g., offices, desks, buildings) and awareness programs, rather than human trafficking
investigations. (2) During the reporting period, the state of Andhra Pradesh issued an order to establish 10 more
AHTUs in the state, but NGO staff on the ground allege that no progress has not been made to set up AHTUs
since the MHA''s declaration. (85)

A distributional study from 2010-2019 conducted by an NGO based on Right to Information indicated that only
about 27 percent of AHTUs across India were fully functional. (86-88) It also noted that 49 percent of India's
AHTUs operate with significant funding deficits, and the remaining 32 percent (approximately 225) AHTUs as not
operational and exist only on paper. (2,86-88) Police officers assigned to an AHTU unit reportedly sometimes
view these positions as less favorable and these positions are sometimes occupied by near-retirees or officers
with poor performance. (2,51)

The enforcement of labor laws is overseen by the state governments' labor ministries, while criminal law
enforcement is overseen by the state police. Labor law enforcement officers typically coordinate with the state
police on cases through the Office of the District Magistrate. (25)

In 2021, when some states sought approval from the national government to suspend labor laws to mitigate

the economic downturn caused by the pandemic, the government mandated that child and bonded labor laws
continue to be actively enforced. (89) In May 2021, the MHA re-issued the Standard Operating Procedures

to strengthen law enforcement against the exploitation of women and children, and issued advisories to

states to closely monitor human trafficking to ensure that the pandemic did not result in human trafficking
expansion. (21,89) In December 2021, the National Committee to Protect Child Rights held a workshop
attended by officials from state-level Commissions for the Protection of Child Rights, officers from AHTUs,
NGOs, the Department of Labor, and other representatives to enhance coordination on child protection efforts,
including rescuing children from human trafficking. (51)

Labor Law Enforcement

In 2021, labor law enforcement agencies in India took actions to address child labor (Table 6). However, gaps
exist within the operations of the state government labor inspectorates that may hinder adequate enforcement
of their child labor laws, including training for labor inspectors.

Table 6. Labor Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor

Overview of Labor Law Enforcement 2020 2021
Labor Inspectorate Funding Unknown (21) Unknown (1)
Number of Labor Inspectors Unknown (21) Unknown (1)

Mechanism to Assess Civil Penalties Yes (61) Yes (61)
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Table 6. Labor Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor (Cont.)
Overview of Labor Law Enforcement 2020 2021
Initial Training for New Labor Inspectors Yes (21) Yes (1)
Training on New Laws Related to Child Labor Yes (21) Yes (1)
Refresher Courses Provided Yes (21) Yes (1)
Number of Labor Inspections Conducted Unknown (21) Unknown (1)
Number Conducted at Worksite Unknown (21) Unknown (1)
Number of Child Labor Violations Found Unknown (21) Unknown (1)
Number of Child Labor Violations for Which Penalties Were Imposed Unknown (21) Unknown (1)
Number of Child Labor Penalties Imposed that Were Collected Unknown (21) Unknown (1)
Routine Inspections Conducted Unknown (21) Unknown (1)
Routine Inspections Targeted Yes (21) Yes (1)
Unannounced Inspections Permitted Yes (61) Yes (61)
Unannounced Inspections Conducted Yes (21) Yes (1)
Complaint Mechanism Exists Yes (21) Yes (1)
Reciprocal Referral Mechanism Exists Between Labor Authorities and Social Services Yes (21) Yes (1)

The government did not publicly release information on its labor law enforcement efforts.While the number of
labor inspectors is unknown, the number of labor inspectors is likely insufficient for the size of India's workforce,
which includes over 471.3 million workers. (90) According to the ILO's technical advice of a ratio approaching

| inspector for every 15,000 workers in developing economies, India would need to employ roughly 31,420 labor
inspectors. (90) The government also does not release disaggregated data on the specific budget for inspections,
but government officials claim that inspectors have sufficient office facilities, transportation, fuel, and other
necessities to carry out inspections. (21) However, the ILO and NGOs report that training for labor inspectors
is inadequate, that the number of labor inspections carried out is insufficient given the size and population of the
country, and that the response time to complaints is too long. (1,25,91)

Yearly data on the number of inspections are not available. The Government of India's Ministry of Labor and
Employment (MOLE) reported that during 2014-2020, 1.63 million inspections were carried out, resulting in
10,720 prosecutions and 4,153 convictions. (51) Due to the ongoing pandemic, NGOs claim that the number of
labor inspections have further declined. (1) NGOs commended Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Tamil Nadu for proactive
inspections, while noting that the response time is too long. Labor rights groups and trade unions alleged that
inspections are often conducted ineffectively. (1) In 2021, labor inspectors received virtual training on laws
relating to child labor. However, data on the number of inspectors who received training are not available. (1)

In addition to not providing data on inspectors and training, the national government also failed to provide data
on the number of inspections conducted, violations found, and the number of violations for which penalties were
imposed and collected. (1,21)

Penalties under the 2016 Child Labor Act (CLA) include imprisonment for a minimum of 6 months up to 2 years
and fines ranging from $300 to $700 for hiring children under the age of 14.(25,66,92) However, current available
penalties and levels of enforcement are insufficient to deter employers from hiring children, as imprisonment

is rare and maximum fines are infrequently levied. (1,59) While the CLA and the rules framed under this

act empower labor inspectors to assess penalties and monetary fines for child labor law violations, research

has found that penalties assessed do not deter child labor law violations as labor inspectors do not impose the
maximum permissible penalty amount, even though there are no barriers to assessing penalties. (1)

State government labor inspectors plan and conduct labor inspections, which are generally targeted at specific
sectors or geographical areas known to involve child labor. In 2019, under the Ease of Doing Business Reform
Plan, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry established the State Reform Action Plan that included several
reform points, including consolidating labor inspections with other types of business inspections. (51,93) While
reforms do not apply to inspections under the CLA, states such as Telangana have since witnessed a decline in
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the number of inspections carried out to identify child labor. Reporting indicates that the decline is due to a lack
of regular inspections of business establishments. (51,94)

During the reporting period, authorities continued to respond to corruption in labor inspections and
enforcement primarily through state and local Anti-Corruption Bureaus (ACBs). In 2021, media reporting in
Rajasthan highlighted work by the ACB to hold three labor officers responsible for accepting bribes. (51,95) In
Karnataka, an ACB also conducted anti-corruption raids and investigations into the Bengaluru Labor Department.
However, for both cases, research was unable to determine whether the labor officers were also responsible for
enforcing child labor laws. (51)

Criminal Law Enforcement

In 2021, criminal law enforcement agencies in India took actions to address child labor (Table 7). However, gaps
exist within the operations of the criminal enforcement agencies that may hinder adequate enforcement of their
child labor laws, including the lack of data on federal and state government efforts to investigate, prosecute, and
convict crimes involving child labor.

Table 7. Criminal Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor

Overview of Criminal Law Enforcement 2020 2021
Initial Training for New Criminal Investigators Unknown (21) Yes (51)
Training on New Laws Related to the Worst Forms of Child Labor N/A (21) N/A (1)
Refresher Courses Provided Unknown (21) Yes (1)
Number of Investigations Unknown (21) Unknown (1)
Number of Violations Found Unknown (21) Unknown (1)
Number of Prosecutions Initiated Unknown (21) Unknown (1)
Number of Convictions Unknown (21) Unknown (1)
Imposed Penalties for Violations Related to the Worst Forms of Child Labor Yes (96) Unknown (1)
Reciprocal Referral Mechanism Exists Between Criminal Authorities and Social Services Yes (96) Unknown (1)

The Government of India did not respond to requests for information on its criminal law enforcement efforts
for inclusion in this report. (1) During the reporting period, the Women Safety Wing of the Telangana state
government streamlined the state's investigative process to prevent human trafficking and provide care for
survivors. (97) On August 2, 2021, the Government of India confirmed an increase in the number of children
rescued from illegal work in 2020-2021, from 54,894 to 58,289. (51) In July 2021, AHTUs in Telangana also
rescued more than 2,500 children from forced child labor. (51,98) In January 2022, 1,801 children engaged in
bonded labor in brick kilns, begging, street work, and other activities were rescued by the Telangana State Police
under Operation Smile Phase 8. (99) In the state of Assam, police rescued 40 children who had recently been
trafficked to Sikkim. Officials noted that in June and July of 2021, there were at least 107 women and children
from Assam that had been rescued after human trafficking attempts. (100)

In late 2021, the National Investigation Agency filed charges against various international human trafficking rings
across the country. Charges were brought against |3 Bangladeshi nationals in Bengaluru, 6 Indians from Tamil
Nadu in Mangaluru with human trafficking connections in Sri Lanka, and 4 Bangladeshis for human trafficking-
related offenses to the Rohingya community. All human trafficking charges included the smuggling of women and
children into the country. (101,102) In March 2022, the sub-divisional magistrate in Narela helped rescue 73 child
laborers from polishing, toy, and fan manufacturing factories in North Delhi.The children were trafficked from the
neighboring state of Uttar Pradesh with promises of decent work and monthly pay. (20)

In addition, Telangana opened an online portal to curb human trafficking through public awareness and education.
In 2021, the Telangana Women Safety Wing conducted training for all police personnel to create awareness of
sex trafficking, child labor, "cyber trafficking”, and the appropriate application of preventive detention for accused
human traffickers. (51)
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Even with apprehension and effective enforcement carried out by some district-level AHTUs, India's prosecution
rate of suspected traffickers remains low with relatively few convictions. (51) AHTU members continue to
express disappointment with unsuccessful prosecutions of accused human traffickers. (97) According to the most
recent data available on human trafficking from the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), in 2020, 1,714 cases
involving suspected human trafficking crimes were filed across India. In 2020, the government reported identifying
3,799 human trafficking victims, including 2,200 children under the age of 18, and 2,837 victims were registered
under the Bonded System Abolition Act (BLSA). (51) However, courts completed trials in only 27 percent of

the cases and convicted a mere 10.6 percent of those charged with human trafficking crimes. (103) Research

was unable to determine how many of these prosecutions involved child victims. (103) NCRB data indicate

that convictions under the Child and Labor Law also remain low. (104) In 2020, the government completed
prosecution in 463 trafficking in persons cases, convicted 101 human traffickers in 49 cases, and acquitted

715 suspects in 414 cases. During the reporting year, the acquittal rate for trafficking in persons cases was 89
percent. (51)

Research found apprehending child traffickers has become more challenging for law enforcement as human
traffickers increasingly utilize technology to reach customers and to receive electronic payments, eliminating
the need to be centrally located in physical locations, such as brothels. (35,32,41) Reports indicate that both
registered and unregistered spas exploit girls in sex trafficking, and the government lacks sufficient oversight of
such establishments. (2) In some cases, law enforcement officers do not apprehend human traffickers, including
brothel owners, in exchange for bribes and sexual services from victims. (2) Recent reports allege that in states
such as Assam,West Bengal, and Jharkhand, police are ordered by state officials to register human trafficking
cases as kidnappings to reduce the official number of human trafficking survivors. (2) Government officials and
police officers regularly accept bribes and sexual services from human traffickers in return for protection from
prosecution, and reports of police refusing to register First Information Reports (FIRs) against accused officials
and alerting human traffickers of forthcoming raids also continued during the reporting period. Tamil Nadu
state authorities, for example, acknowledged that some local politicians benefited with impunity from child sex
trafficking and forced begging rings. (2,32,35,79) In addition, victims of human trafficking faced mistreatment
from the police; law enforcement authorities did not utilize existing procedures to screen for human trafficking
survivors, and authorities arrested, fined, penalized, and deported some child trafficking survivors for crimes their
human traffickers compelled them to commit. (2, 105)

Although India banned bonded labor in 1976 with the (BLSA), implementation of the law has been minimal

and authorities continued to misidentify bonded labor crimes as labor law crimes or minimum wage

violations. (2,21,79,106) Police did not always arrest suspects or file FIRs to officially register a complaint,
including in at least half of national bonded labor cases. Furthermore, research has found that politically
connected individuals across multiple states successfully avoided prosecution, including local and state politicians
who held workers in bonded labor on agricultural or brick kiln sites. (2) There continues to be a lack of victim
identification, and a widespread tendency to handle bonded labor cases administratively in lieu of criminal
prosecution and stall bonded labor prosecutions. (2,21,35,79) The number of convictions against bonded

labor crimes is low, and when prosecutions for bonded labor crimes do occur, acquittals are common due to
inadequate preparation, court backlogs, and a lack of case prioritization. (107,108) According to the latest data
from the NCRB, as of 2020, over 1,500 bonded labor cases remained pending in court for up to 3 years. (109) In
2020, 2,933 total cases went to trial under the BLSA; however, 2,875 cases were still pending at the end of the
year. (1 16) Data show that among the 57 cases that completed trial in 2020, only 16 convictions were achieved,
whereas 40 cases were acquitted. (1 10) Of India’s 36 states and territories, 2| reported not identifying any
bonded labor victims or filing any cases under the BLSA in 2019, an increase from |7 states in either 2017 or
2018, despite NGO and media reports of bonded labor victims identified in some of those states. (2)

By the end of the reporting period, the Governments of the National Capital Territory and Delhi, Karnataka,
and Tamil Nadu all issued standard operating procedures (SOPs) to cover survivors of bonded labor, child
labor, begging, and sex trafficking. However, other state governments lacked similar procedures, sometimes
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failed to recognize bonded labor cases, and often did not issue release certificates or provide more than

the initial financial assistance to bonded labor victims. (2,32,1 | I) When child bonded labor victims were
identified, the penalties assessed to the convicted child traffickers were insufficient to deter violations. (2) Since
2016,2 new policy has increased reparations for bonded labor survivors, but the government has failed to

pay full compensation to anyone freed. (107) Rescued bonded laborers are currently entitled to $4,458
(300,000 Rupees). (107) Reports indicate that employers trap more than 60 percent of survivors back in bonded
labor after they are freed. (2)

While state police have primary responsibility for criminal law enforcement, access to training varies from
state to state. States, in coordination with the national government, offered trainings for new and veteran law
enforcement agents during the reporting period.Topics of these trainings included identification, rescue, and
rehabilitation of child labor and bonded labor survivors. (51) Cases on the trafficking of minors for commercial
sexual exploitation are heard in Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act Courts.In 2018,
the Department of Justice approved a scheme to establish 1,023 fast-track special courts (FTSCs) for rape and
POCSO Acts.Among the FTSCs, 389 courts are exclusively dedicated to POCSO cases. (1 12) As of December
2021, 383 POCSO FTCs have been set up. (1 I3) However, as of December 2020, 99 percent of cases under
the POCSO Act were pending in court. (109) State authorities also report that judges and prosecutors at
POCSO courts do not have training or expertise in POCSO crimes.To address this, the Madhya Pradesh
police academy signed an MOU with an NGO that allowed for 1,900 police, prosecutors, and judicial officers
to be trained on human trafficking. (35) In addition, four states have implemented child-friendly courtrooms

or procedures, including some that allowed victims to testify via video conference.This improved victim
participation in cases and helped to prevent the re-traumatization of child victims. (2) However, some victims
have refused participation in the trials due to inadequate implementation of victim protection measures and legal
assistance. (35)

Out of approximately 9,000 government-run, government-funded shelters for vulnerable individuals, including
children, roughly 1,300 were not officially registered with the government, operating illegally and with little
oversight. (1 14) A dearth of investigations into human trafficking crimes and the sexual and physical abuse of
human trafficking victims at government-run and private shelters has reportedly encouraged a sense of impunity
for shelter employees. (2) Moreover, some human trafficking survivors remained in state-run shelters for an
extended time due to a lengthy repatriation process. (2) In 2019, after the discovery of the Mazaffarpur shelter
case, the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) under the order of the Supreme
Court conducted a state-level audit of shelter homes that housed 256,000 children. NCPR found that at

least 40 percent of all shelters lacked mechanism to protect children from physical and sexual abuse. (2,115)

In addition, staff members lacked proper training to recognize signs of abuse and to alert the authorities. (2)
Research was unable to determine whether any action has been taken since that time to train shelter staff and
implement mechanisms to protect children from abuse.

In January 2022, the Government of Bihar issued record compensation to the survivors of the Muzaffarpur
shelter home case, for which the government obtained numerus convictions in 2020 under the POCSO Act
and Juvenile Justice Act related to the victimization of 44 girls between the ages of 7 and 17 for the purposes of
commercial sexual exploitation. According to the statement released by the National Human Rights Commission,
each girl was awarded between $4,000 to $12,000, which is the biggest recorded payout for sexual abuse
survivors in India. (1 16) When the Muzaffarpur case came into light in 2018, the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) investigated |16 additional shelter homes in Bihar and concluded similar patterns, but only pursued court
action against individuals associated with the Muzaffarpur shelter. In early 2022, the Supreme Court of India
ordered the state of Bihar to submit a report on actions, if any, taken against state officers per the earlier
recommendations of the CBI. (I 17) Research also found that that other illegal shelter homes continued to
operate outside of Bihar during the reporting period. (118) In 2021, similar reports of sexual assault of minor
girls in a shelter home run by a government-approved NGO emerged in Jharkhand, where girls as young as

age |16 were found to be victims of psychological and sexual exploitation; 40 children from the shelter home
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were relocated. (119,120, 18) In Kolkata, police rescued 20 children from an adoption home, where 10 people
were allegedly accused of running a child trafficking racket. (118,121) The adoption home was run by a top
civil servant's family member, and a senior government official is also charged with abuse of children at the
facility. (121,118)

IV.COORDINATION OF GOVERNMENT EFFORTS ON CHILD LABOR

The government has established mechanisms to coordinate its efforts to address child labor (Table 8).

Table 8. Key Mechanisms to Coordinate Government Efforts on Child Labor

Coordinating Body Role & Description

Task Force to Implement the  Coordinates the oversight mechanism to ensure effective implementation of the Child and Adolescent Labor
Child Labor Act (CLA) (Prohibition and Regulation) Act. Led by the Ministry of Labor and Employment (MOLE) and comprises
12 officials from the federal and state governments. (122) Met once during the reporting period, issuing
instructions to all states to closely monitor child labor issues and ensure continued enforcement of the CLA,
especially in the wake of pandemic-related economic distress. (1)

Central Advisory Board on Convenes board members to review the implementation of existing legislation and programs related to child

Child and Adolescent Labor  labor and proposes new welfare measures for child labor. Chaired by MOLE and comprises 45 board members,
including government officials and NGO representatives. (123) The board met once during the reporting
period but research was unable to determine the outcome of the meeting. (1)

National Commission for the  Ensures that all laws, policies, programs, and administrative mechanisms are in accordance with the

Protection of Child Rights constitutional protections for children and the UN CRC. Conduct inquires about child rights violations and

(NCPCR) failures to properly implement laws relating to child protection. (124) State Commissions for Protection of
Child Rights have also been established in all 29 states and in 6 territories, including Delhi. (125) The NCPCR
met several times during the reporting period to review issues related to child labor and the launch of a new
online portal (Baalswaraj) used to track children engaged in street work and those that have been orphaned
during the pandemic. (1)

National Human Rights Monitors implementation of the Bonded Labor System (Abolition) Act. Monitors state governments’ actions

Commission to identify, release, and rehabilitate bonded laborers through quarterly submissions and exploratory and
investigative missions. (126) During the reporting period, the Commission issued an advisory to all states on
protecting child rights. (1)

Platform for Effective Allows government officials, NGOs, and law enforcement to share information and coordinate on child
Enforcement for No Child labor cases at the national, state, and local levels. Mole-operated online portal which attempts to improve
Labor Portal enforcement of child labor laws and the implementation of the National Child Labor Project (NCLP)

Scheme. (127) Allows citizens to submit child labor complaints online. (1,25) Incorporates a child tracking
filing system to enhance enforcement of child labor laws. (1) Since the online platform was launched in 2017,
191,418 child laborers have been identified and | 11,380 children removed from child labor and rehabilitated
through STCs. Currently, 52,271 children are enrolled in STCs. (I)

During the reporting period, senior leadership from the Assam government, law enforcement, and political
parties participated in an anti-trafficking in persons conclave in Guwahati. This event was organized by Shakti
Vahini, a non-profit organization, and the U.S. Consulate General in Kolkata to raise awareness about human
trafficking among lawmakers and political leadership at both the state and national level. (51,128)

Local-level Child welfare Committees are supported by the State Ministries of Women and Child Development.
They advocate for care, protection, development, treatment, and rehabilitation of at-risk children, and provide
basic needs and human rights protection. (I)

V.GOVERNMENT POLICIES ON CHILD LABOR

The government has established policies related to child labor (Table 9). However, policy gaps exist that hinder
efforts to address child labor, including a lack of action by some states to establish action plans to eliminate child
labor.
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Table 9. Key Policies Related to Child Labor

Policy Description

National Policy Describes actions for addressing hazardous labor for children, including implementing legislation and providing direct
on Child Labor assistance to children. (129) Implemented through programs operated by MOLE and the Ministry of Women and
(NPCL) Child Development, including the National Child Labor Project (NCLP) Scheme, Grants in Aid, the Integrated Child

Development Scheme (ICDS), the National Children’s Fund, and the National Creche Scheme. (25,79,130,131) All NPCL
schemes were functional during the reporting period. (70) The projects and schemes within the national policy helped
rehabilitate thousands of children from child labor and provided group care to children of working parents. (1,70)

National Plan Identifies priority actions for achieving the objectives set out in the National Policy for Children (NPC). (25,132,133)
of Action for Aims to establish bridge courses and age-appropriate classes for children rescued from child labor and child trafficking
Children to meet the NPC objective to ensure that all out-of-school children have access to education. In addition, seeks to

develop community-based prevention, rescue, rehabilitation, and reintegration mechanisms, and strengthen institutional
mechanisms to address the worst forms of child labor to meet the NPC objective that all children are protected from
exploitation. (132,133) Research was unable to determine whether activities were undertaken to implement the national
action plan during the reporting period.

State Action Detail state governments’ activities and programs to eliminate child labor. CLA plans are in place in only || states:
Plans on Child Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Delhi, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Meghalaya, Orissa, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, and Uttar
Labor Pradesh. (70,78,111,134-141) Research was unable to determine whether activities were undertaken to implement the

national action plan during the reporting period.

According to reports, the budget for the National Child Labor Project under the National Policy of Child
Labor (NPCL), which is meant to rescue and rehabilitate child laborers, has decreased for the second year in a
row. From fiscal year 2018-2019 to fiscal year 2020-2021, the allocation for the project has been reduced by
half- from $12 million (Rs. 90 crore) to $5.4 million (Rs. 41 crore)- impacting the provision of essential services
for rescued children. (142) The NCLP scheme helps connect rescued child laborers to education and skills
programs. (142)

The Government of the National Capital Territory of Delhi's "Policy on Rehabilitation and Combating Trafficking
of Women and Children," which would establish a rehabilitation fund for women and children who were
trafficked for commercial sexual exploitation and establish state- and district-level coordination committees to
undertake prevention and rehabilitation activities, remains pending in draft form. (70,1 11,143,144)

VI.SOCIAL PROGRAMS TO ADDRESS CHILD LABOR

In 2021, the government funded and participated in programs that include the goal of eliminating or preventing
child labor (Table 10). However, gaps exist in these social programs, including the oversight of government-run,
government-funded, and privately-run shelter homes that provide assistance to survivors of the worst forms of
child labor.

Table 10. Key Social Programs to Address Child Labor

National Child MOLE program that operates at the district level to identify working children, withdraw them from hazardous work,
Labor Project and provide them with education and vocational training. (7,130) Sets up and administers NCLP schools, mainstreams
(NCLP) Schemet children into formal education, and provides them with stipends, meals, and health checkups. (130) Comprises
Integrated Child approximately 3,000 NCLP Special Training Centers' (STCs) that accommodate approximately 120,000 children. (130)
Development STCs are located across the country and provide children with a stipend, free meals, and vocational training, and bridge

Scheme (ICDS)t gaps in education for eligible children. Length of stay ranges from 6 to |18 months. (79) From April 2020 to March 31,
2021, the NCLP project removed and rehabilitated 58,219 children from child labor. () The National Créche Scheme is
running 5,705 créches (child cate centers). (70) Of children between the ages of 6 months and 6 years, 64.9 million have
benefited from the ICDS scheme. (70)
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Table 10. Key Social Programs to Address Child Labor (Cont.)

Program Description

Ministry of Integrated Child Protection Scheme provides children in need of protection—including children withdrawn from
Women and Child hazardous work, forced labor; and human trafficking—with food and accommodations in government-run shelter
Development homes and non-institutional care in foster homes and with adoptive families. (35,25,32,131) Provides rehabilitation
(MWCD) Programs  and reintegration services to rescued children. (131) Through the Welfare of Working Children in Need of Care and
- Integrated Protection program, provides non-formal education and vocational training to street children and working children
Child Protection living in urban areas not covered by NCLP schemes. (131) MWCD also operates ChildLine, a 24-hour toll-free
Schemet, Childlinef, emergency telephone service for children in distress in cities across India. (32,35,131,145,146) The telephone service
TrackChild and connects children in need of assistance with hospitals, Child Welfare Committees, shelter homes, and police; 60 to
Khoya-Payat 70 percent of received calls result in the rescue of a child. (32,79,131,146) By March 2021, ChildLine service was

operating in 598 districts, including child helpdesks in 141 railway stations and 5 bus stops. (147) During the reporting
period, Childline fielded 5 million calls and assisted 39 million children, including children who are survivors of child
labor. (147) MWCD also operates TrackChild, an online portal that tracks missing children and facilitates information
sharing about missing and vulnerable children among stakeholders, including child protection units, police stations, and
Child Welfare Committees. (35,25,131,148) TrackChild's Khoya-Paya (Lost and Found) website allows parents and the
public to report and search for missing children. (25) Since the program's inception, the program has matched 279,692
children with their families. (149) The program was operational during the reporting period. (1)

Central Sector MOLE program that rescues and rehabilitates adult and child bonded laborers. (25,130) Provides rescued bonded
Scheme for laborers with financial assistance and social protection services. (130) Supports funding of surveys at the district level
Rehabilitation of on the prevalence of bonded labor and the rehabilitation of bonded laborers identified through the surveys. (150) From

Bonded Laborerst  April I,2020, to March 31,2021, MOLE distributed $137,000 among 7 states for the rehabilitation of bonded
laborers. (1) Research was unable to determine how the released funds were utilized on the state level.

Anti-Human MW(CD-operated anti-human trafficking activities, in collaboration with NGOs and state governments. (151) Supports
Trafficking projects to help reintegrate, rehabilitate, and repatriate human trafficking survivors, including children, through
Activitiest the Ujjwala and Swadhar Greh schemes. (151) Ujjwala is a comprehensive scheme launched in 2007. Responds to

trafficking in persons of women and children, including for commercial sexual exploitation. (35,151) Operates 104
shelters. (149) In addition, facilitates the rescue of survivors, places them in safe custody, provides rehabilitation
services, facilitates reintegration of survivors, and facilitates repatriation of foreign survivors. (151) The Swadhar

Greh scheme provides temporary residential accommodations and services, including vocational training, legal aid, and
rehabilitative counseling services to women and girls rescued from human trafficking, including commercial sexual
exploitation. (32,151) Operates 362 shelters. (149) For 2020-2021, the central government allocated $1.6 million

for the program, which is yet another decrease from the $2.03 million allocated in the first 5 months of 2019-2020,
and from $3.18 million allocated to the program in the first 5 months of 2018-2019. (35,149) MWCD also allocated
approximately $13 million towards setting up and strengthening new AHTUs in all districts across the country.A total
of approximately $12.3 million of those funds have been released. (149)

Work in Freedom Partnership program developed between the UK's Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office and ILO on Fair
Project Il (2018- Recruitment and Decent Work for Women Migrant Workers in South Asia and the Middle East. Aims to reduce
2023) vulnerability to human trafficking and forced labor of women and girls across migration pathways leading to the care

sector and textiles, clothing, leather, and footwear industries. (152) Addresses key drivers and vulnerabilities of human
trafficking, such as gender and other forms of discrimination, distress migration, and poor working and living conditions,
through an integrated prevention strategy of targeted social protection and empowerment; fair recruitment practices;
and evidence-based policy advocacy for decent work options. (152) For more information, see the ILO website.

Measurement, USDOL-funded project implemented by the ILO to conduct research and develop new survey methodologies, improve
Awareness- awareness, strengthen policies and government capacity, and promote partnerships to eliminate child labor and forced
Raising, and Policy labor. (153) In India, the project works in the states of Bihar, Chhattisgarh, and Uttar Pradesh to promote coordination
Engagement of programs for child laborers and their families, build capacity of state and local governments to address child labor, and
(MAPI6) Project build the knowledge base on child labor. During the reporting period, the project reviewed approximately 55 schemes
on Child Labor and  and programs and developed recommendations for bundling different benefit packages to specifically target families
Forced Labor with children in child labor. (153)The program also raised awareness on child labor issues through campaigns and road

shows. (154) For additional information, please see the USDOL website and the ILO website.

T Program is funded by the Government of India.
} The government had other social programs that may have included the goal of eliminating or preventing child labor

State governments in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, two of the states where the jogini system is most prevalent,
are making efforts to end the jogini practice.Telangana's State Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes has identified the jogini system as a priority and requires district-level reporting on its prevalence while
undertaking steps to expand support and rehabilitation services for its survivors. (51) NGOs report that Andhra
Pradesh has made some progress in addressing the jogini system and supporting survivors. In addition, the state
and national government funds research into the prevalence of the jogini system and support programs designed
to rehabilitate survivors. (51)
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The National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights launched the Baalswaraj Portal to track and assist
children orphaned by the pandemic and street children. In June 2021, the Prime Minister announced government
funding for children who lost parents and legal guardians to COVID-19, including higher education scholarships
and monthly stipends. (51) In June 2021, the Ministry for Women and Child Development urged states to ensure
children were brought under government safety nets including protecting children from child labor. (51)

Similar to government-run, government-funded shelter homes, both Ujjwala and Swadhar Greh homes, which are
privately funded, have high rates of non-registration. Due to a reported loophole in the law, if the government
did not act on a home's application in a prescribed timeframe, the organization applying would automatically
gain licensure. (2) Research indicates that some corrupt officials purposely missed the licensing deadline to
allow inadequate but politically-connected organizations to gain licensing. (2) Furthermore, audits of Ujjwala
and Swadhar Greh homes documented that many homes violated minimum hygiene and safety standards, did
not provide psychosocial support or educational opportunities, and operated without proper registration. (2)
Moreover, in some instances the homes functioned as hostels and offered non-survivor residents for
accommodations for a fee. Due to unsafe conditions coupled with alleged abuse by caretakers, authorities
reported multiple instances in which children ran away. (2) Research was unable to determine whether the
Government of India has taken action to close the loophole on the shelter homes' application timeframe and
licensure.

The Central Sector Scheme for Rehabilitation of Bonded Laborers was updated during the reporting period.
The updated scheme raises the limit of assistance from $250 (Rs. 20,000) to $380 (Rs. 30,000) and provides an
option to include additional funds, up to $1,200 (Rs.| Lakh), in annuity. (155) The new scheme was implemented
on January 27,2022. However, research was unable to determine whether the scheme has been effective in
rehabilitating bonded laborers. (155) Recent media reports have suggested that as of April 2022, some rescued
laborers have yet to receive compensation as part of the scheme. (156)

VII. SUGGESTED GOVERNMENT ACTIONS TO ELIMINATE CHILD LABOR

Based on the reporting above, suggested actions are identified that would advance the elimination of child labor
in India (Table I1).

Table 11. Suggested Government Actions to Eliminate Child Labor

o Year(s)

Area Suggested Action Suggested
Legal Raise the minimum age for work to the age up to which education is compulsory. 2018 — 2021
Framework Ensure that the types of hazardous work prohibited for children under age 18 are prohibited, including 2016 — 2021

in sectors in which children work in unsafe and unhealthy conditions for long periods of time, such as in

spinning mills, garment production, carpet making, and domestic work.

Ensure that the law criminally that prohibits the recruitment of children under age 18 by non-state 2016 — 2021

armed groups applies to all regions in India, including Jammu and Kashmir.

Publish the legal instrument that establishes the minimum age for voluntary recruitment into India's 2018 - 2021

armed forces.
Enforcement Ensure that the number of labor inspectors in India meets the ILO's technical advice and that there are a 2021

sufficient number of inspectors trained and responsible for providing enforcement of child labor laws in

all provinces.

Ensure that the Anti-Human Trafficking Units, including those pending in Andhra Pradesh, are fully 2021

established.

Ensure that all Anti-Human Trafficking Units are operational and receive sufficient funding and human 2019 - 2021

resources to adequately perform their work. Make certain that funding extends beyond infrastructure

reforms and is directed to anti-human trafficking efforts.

Collect and publish national-level data on labor law enforcement, including the amount of funding for the 2014 - 2021

labor inspectorate, the number of labor inspectors, the number and type of inspections conducted, the
number of child labor violations found, and the number of child labor violations for which penalties were
imposed and collected.
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Table | |. Suggested Government Actions to Eliminate Child Labor (Cont.)
Area Suggested Action

Enforcement Ensure adequate training for labor and criminal law inspectors, that an adequate number of labor
inspections are conducted, that labor inspections are regularly conducted in all sectors in which child
labor occurs, and that the complaint mechanism response time is efficient.

Enforce laws related to bonded labor and labor trafficking under the Bonded Labor System Abolition Act.

Ensure that bonded labor cases are fast tracked and that state governments are issuing release
certificates and provide financial assistance for bonded labor victims, including full compensation for
those freed from bonded labor.

Ensure that politically connected individuals on the local and state level face prosecution for holding
agricultural and brick kiln workers in bonded labor.

Collect and publish national-level data from all state governments on criminal law enforcement efforts,
including trainings for criminal investigators, the number of criminal investigations, the number of
violations found, the number of prosecutions initiated, and the number of convictions.

Ensure that penalties are imposed for violations related to the worst forms of child labor; and that a
reciprocal referral mechanism exists between criminal authorities and social services.

Ensure law enforcement officials who mistreat human trafficking survivors or delay or jeopardize cases
face proper disciplinary action.

Ensure that law enforcement officials investigate child labor crimes and register First Information Reports
in a timely manner, including for cases involving bonded labor.

Consistently impose penalties that are sufficiently costly as to meaningfully deter child labor law
violations.

Ensure that public officials who facilitate or participate in the worst forms of child labor are held
accountable, including officials who accept bribes in exchange for protection from the law.

Ensure that there is implementation of survivor protection measures in courts and ensure that judges
and prosecutors at Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act courts have adequate training or
expertise on crimes involving the commercial sexual exploitation of children.

Investigate suspected abuses and misconduct at government-run and government-funded, and privately-
run shelter homes, and ensure that all shelter homes are registered and subject to adequate oversight,
have mechanisms in place to protect children from physical and sexual abuse, and that all staff members
receive adequate training on how to recognize and report signs of abuse.

Ensure that law enforcement agencies have adequate technological and financial resources to respond to
technological tools used by human traffickers.

Increase prosecution rates for human trafficking cases and seek adequate sentencing following

convictions.
Coordination Ensure coordination mechanisms exist between the local police and AHTUs, including for transferring
human trafficking cases to the correct unit.
Government Encourage states and territories that do not currently have action plans for the elimination of child labor
Policies to establish such plans.

Ensure that activities are undertaken to implement National Plan of Action for Children and Sate Action
Plan and publish results from activities implemented during the reporting period

Social Programs  Ensure equitable and broad access to education by providing adequate financial resources dedicated to
remote learning assets and penalizing education officials who engage in discrimination and harassment of
children.

Reduce barriers to education, in particular for refugee children and children from marginalized
communities, by providing sufficient training for teachers, providing separate and sanitary washrooms
for girls, and increasing the number of available schools, especially in rural areas in which inadequate
infrastructure and transportation options limit access to education.

Ensure that data on exploitative child labor are collected and findings made available to the public,
including findings from district-level bonded labor surveys and raw data from the national census.
Ensure that Ujjwala and Swadhar Greh shelter homes meet registration guidelines for gaining licensure,
including by acting on applications within the prescribed timeframe.

Ensure that shelter homes are safe and not operating as hostels, including by providing accommodations
to non-survivor guests.

Year(s)
Suggested
2019 - 2021

2021
2021
2021

2009 - 2021

2021

2021

2021
2014 —2021
2018 — 2021

2020 - 2021

2018 — 2021

2020 - 2021
2021
2021

2011 —2021

2018 — 2021

2014 -2021

2021

2009 - 2021

2021

2021



India
MODERATE ADVANCEMENT

REFERENCES

|
2

U.S. Embassy- New Delhi. Reporting. January 27, 2022.

U.S. Department of State. Trafficking in Persons Report 2021:

India Washington D.C., June 2021

https://www.state.gov/reports/202 | -trafficking-in-persons-report/india/
UNESCO Institute for Statistics. Gross intake ratio to the last grade of
primary education, both sexes (%).Accessed March 3,2022. For more
information, please see “Children's Work and Education Statistics: Sources
and Definitions” in the Reference Materials section of this report.
http://data.uis.unesco.org/

ILO. Analysis of Child Economic Activity and School Attendance Statistics
from National Household or Child Labor Surveys. Original data from
National Sample Survey Round 68 (NSS-R68), 20112012, Analysis
received March 2022. Please see “Children's Work and Education Statistics:
Sources and Definitions” in the Reference Materials section of this report.
Nagaraj, Anuradha. Indian sugar mill under scrutiny for using cane
harvested by slaves. Reuters, November 14,2017.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-india-slavery-sugar/indian-sugar-mill-
under-scrutiny-for-using-cane-harvested-by-slaves-idUSKBN | DE | 2E
Oxfam. Human cost of sugar:A farm-to-mill assessment of sugar supply
chain in Uttar Pradesh. October 2018.
https://www.oxfamindia.org/sites/default/files/2018-1 I/HUMAN COST
OF SUGAR-A FARM TO MILLS ASSESSSMENT OF THE SUGAR VALUE
CHAIN IN U.P.2_0.pdf

Srivastava, Rajendra N. Children at Work, Child Labor and Modern Slavery
in India:An Overview. Indian Pediatrics Volume 56,August 15,2019.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/335435312_Children_at_Work_
Child_Labor_and_Modern_Slavery_in_India_An_Overview
Venkateswarlu, Davuluru. Sowing Hope. Hyderabad: ARISA, June 2020.
https://arisa.nl/wp-content/uploads/SowingHope.pdf

Kataria, Sunil. India's Nobel Laureate Fears Upsurge in Child Labour as
Pandemic Shrivels Economy. New Delhi: Reuters, September 20, 2020.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-india-child-exploi/
indias-nobel-laureate-fears-upsurge-in-child-labour-as-pandemic-shrivels-
economy-idUSKCN26C0IC

Clark, Emily. Hidden agony behind our craze for cashews: How thousands
of Indian nut processors on £2.15 a day are left with 'unbearable’ burns
from acid in the shells of the superfood.The Daily Mail,April 3,2019.
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6883233/Indian-cashew-
processors-2-day-left-burns-shells-superfood-loved-vegans.html
Hindustan Times. In Delhi jeans factory, children hit with hammer and
made to work for 22 hours. March 2,2017. Source on file.

Nagaraj, Anuradha. Rescue of 35 child workers triggers probe in India's
garment factory hub. Reuters, August 9, 2020.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-india-trafficking-children-trfn-
idUSKCN25224D

Srivastava, Roli. Nearly 200 more child workers freed as crackdown
continues in south India. Reuters, January 17,2017.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-india-children-labour/nearly-200-
more-child-workers-freed-as-crackdown-continues-in-south-india-
idUSKBNISIITT

TNN. 27 West Bengal kids rescued from jewelry unit. Times of

India, March 28,2018.
https:/timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/rajkot/27-wb-kids-rescued-from-
jewellery-unit/articleshowprint/63494006.cms

Safi, Michael. Indian police rescue 70 children working in 'inhuman
condition'. The Guardian, April 9,2017.
https://www.theguardian.com/law/20 | 8/apr/09/indian-police-rescue-over-
70-children-working-in-jewellery-manufacturing

Sarwer, Masood. Burning both ends: Many young girls in Murshidabad are
child labourers.The Hindu, July 7,2018.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/burning-both-ends-
many-young-girls-in-murshidabad-are-child-labourer/article2436 | 585.ece/
photo/5/

20

21
22

23

24

25

27

28

29
30

31

32
33

34

35

India Committee of the Netherlands. Do Leather Workers Matter?
Violating Labour Rights and Environmental Norms in India’s Leather
Production. Utrecht, March 2017.
http://www.indianet.nl/pdf/DoLeatherWorkersMatter.pdf

TNN. I3 child labourers rescued in Kota.The Times of India, July 7,2017.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/ | 3-child-labourers-rescued-
in-kota/articleshow/59480207.cms

Srivastava, Roli. Children Stitch Shoes for Global Market in India's Tourist
Magnet. Mumbai: Reuters December 19,2017.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-india-slavery-child-labour/children-
stitch-shoes-for-global-market-in-indias-tourist-magnet-idUSKBN | ED | L7
India Today. Delhi: 73 child labourers rescued from factories; children
mostly from UP and Bihar New Delhi. March 4, 2022.
https://www.indiatoday.in/cities/delhi/story/delhi-73-child-
labourers-rescued-from-factories-children-mostly-from-up-and-
bihar-1920564-2022-03-04

U.S. Embassy- New Delhi. Reporting. January 22, 2021.

Nagaraj, Anuradha. Nearly 200 children freed from south India brick kiln in
one of biggest rescues. Reuters, January 4,2017.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-india-children-rescue-idUSKBN 14O | IK
Anti-Slavery International. Slavery in India’s Brick Kilns and the Payment
System. September 2017.
http://www.antislavery.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Slavery-In-Indias-
Brick-Kilns-The-Payment-System.pdf

Stop Child Labour and India Committee of the Netherlands. The Dark
Sites of Granite. India Committee of the Netherlands, August 2017.
http://www.indianet.nl/pdf/ TheDarkSitesOfGranite.pdf

U.S. Embassy- New Delhi. Reporting. January 8, 2020.

American Bar Association. Tainted Stones: Bonded Labor and Child Labor
in the India-U.S. Sandstone Supply Chain.August 2020.
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/human_rights/reports/tainted-stones-
-bonded-labor-and-child-labor-in-the-india-u-s--s/

Schipper, Irene and Roberta Cowan. GLOBAL MICA MINING AND THE
IMPACT ON CHILDREN’S RIGHTS. Amsterdam: SOMO, March, 2018.
https://www.somo.nl/global-mica-mining/

Kumar; Ashok. Haryana police shows zero tolerance towards human
trafficking. The Hindu, May 11,2018.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/haryana-police-shows-zero-
tolerance-towards-human-trafficking/article23842722.ece

U.S. Embassy- New Delhi. Reporting. November 13,2019.

Srivastava, Roli. Crackdown and vigilance drive down number of child
workers in Mumbai. Reuters, January 24,2017.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-india-childlabour/crackdown-
and-vigilance-drive-down-number-of-child-workers-in-mumbai-

idUSKBN 1581 W8

Mendonca, George. 7 minors rescued, 4 booked in drive against child
labour.The Times of India, March 5,2017.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/navi-mumbai/7-minors-rescued-4-
booked-in-drive-against-child-labour/articleshow/57470075.cms

U.S. Embassy- New Delhi. Reporting. February 14, 2020.

UN Environment Programme. Delhi’s “No Child in Trash” safe
spaces.August 10,2018.
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/delhis-no-child-trash-safe-
spaces

Chaurasia, Manoj and Hannah-Ellis Peterson. Covid-19 prompts ‘enormous
rise' in demand for cheap child labour in India. The Guardian, October |3,
2020.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/ | 3/covid- | 9-prompts-
enormous-rise-in-demand-for-cheap-child-labour-in-india

U.S. Department of State. Trafficking in Persons Report- 2020:

India. Washington, D.C., June 16,2020.
https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-trafficking-in-persons-report/india/



36

37

38

39

40
41
42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

Choudhry, Chetna. Pregnant woman, children among 63 rescued from
forced labour by administration in Mewat.The Times of India, February 16,
2018.
https:/timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/gurgaon/pregnant-woman-children-
among-63-rescued-from-forced-labour-by-administration-in-mewat/
articleshow/62952643.cms

International Justice Mission. Eleven boys and young men freed from a
shoe factory. February 15,2017.
https://www.ijm.org/news/eleven-boys-and-young-men-freed-from-a-shoe-
factory/

UN. Report of the Secretary-General on Children and Armed

Conflict. May 6, 2021.
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=5/2021/437&Lang=E&
Area=UNDOC

Nigam, Chayyanika. Kids are being trafficked, handed over to crime rings in
Delhi. India Today, January 18,2018.
https://www.indiatoday.in/mail-today/story/kids-are-being-trafficked-
handed-over-to-crime-rings-in-delhi- | 148254-2018-01-18

U.S. Embassy- New Delhi. Reporting. March 1,2019.

U.S. Embassy- New Delhi. Reporting. February 26,2021.

PTI.Traffickers find new mode to transport children— private buses

with dark windows Read more at: https://economictimes.indiatimes.
com/news/india/traffickers-find-new-mode-to-transport-children-
private-buses-with-dark-windows/articleshow/85365217.cms?utm_
source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst The
Economic Times, August 16,2021.
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/traffickers-find-
new-mode-to-transport-children-private-buses-with-dark-windows/
articleshow/85365217.cms?from=mdr

Nagaraj, Anuradha. Indian state to map cotton supply chain to stamp out
child labor. Reuters, August 5,2019.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-india-slavery-cotton/indian-state-to-
map-cotton-supply-chain-to-stamp-out-child-labor-idUSKCN |UVOYG

U.S. Department of State. Trafficking in Persons Report- 2018:

India. Washington, D.C., June 28,2018.

https://www.state.gov/reports/20 | 8-trafficking-in-persons-report/india/
Thomson Reuters Foundation. Indian brothel owners get first life sentence
for trafficking children.The Strait Times, March 28,2018.
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/south-asia/indian-brothel-owners-get-
first-life-sentence-for-trafficking-children

Sadam, Rishika. Banned in 1988, this ‘religious’ practice still forces
Telangana’s Dalit women into sex slavery. Hyderabad: The Print, November
22,2020.
https://theprint.in/india/banned-in-1988-this-religious-practice-still-forces-
telanganas-dalit-women-into-sex-slavery/538535/

Ferrao, Ranjana. Sale and Sexual Exploitation of Children in the Context
of Travel and Tourism in Goa. Journal of Victimology and Victim Justice;
National Law University Delhi, July 23, 2020.
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/ 10.1177/2516606920921 152

Ghosh, Dwaipayan. Most Minors are Trapped at Spas for Sex Trade in
Kolkata. Kolkata: Times of India, July 30,2019.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/most-minors-are-trapped-
at-spas-for-sex-trade/articleshow/70441 142.cms

Fayyaz, Ahmed A. IN Exclusive: The "child soldiers" of Kashmir. India
Narrative, April 16,2021.
https://www.indianarrative.com/india-news/the-child-soldiers-of-
kashmir-81298.html

Sailendra, KV. Police intensify combing ops for Maoists at Andhra-Odisha
border and Chhattisgarh border.The New Indian Express,August 2,2021.
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/andhra-pradesh/202 | /aug/02/
police-intensify-combing-ops-for-maoists-at-andhra-odisha-border-and-
chhattisgarh-border-2338909.html

U.S. Embassy- New Delhi official. E-mail communication to USDOL
official. July 12,2022.

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

6l

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

India
MODERATE ADVANCEMENT

Drolia, Rashmi. Kids snatched at |5 comprise 70% of Naxal cadre:
Survey. Raipur:Times of India, September 29, 2021.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/raipur/kids-snatched-at- 1 5-
comprise-70-of-naxal-cadre-survey/articleshow/86593994.cms

Igbal, Mohammed. Dalit children narrate heart-wrenching tales at public
hearing. The Hindu, January 2,2018.
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/dalit-children-narrate-heart-
wrenching-tales-at-public-hearing/article22347238.ece

Al Jazeera. More schools in India cautiously reopen despite COVID
fears. September 1,2021.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/1/india-schools-reopen-covid-
third-wave

Parth M.N.and David Pierson.A Lost Generation: India's COVID Crisis
Reverses Decades of Progress for Children. Mumbai:The Los Angeles
Times, September 14,2021.
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/202 | -09- | 4/india-covid-
children-lost-generation

DW. How coronavirus is affecting underprivileged children in

India. October 7, 2020.
https://www.dw.com/en/how-coronavirus-is-affecting-underprivileged-
children-in-india/a-54125032

Rai, Saritha and Shwetha Sunil. Generation of Covid Orphans at Risk of
Exploitation in India. Bloomberg Businessweek. May 26,2021.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/202 | -05-26/indians-flood-
internet-with-pleas-to-help-covid-orphans-at-risk-of-exploitation
Pandey,Vikas and Andrew Clarence. Coronavirus: The Indian children
orphaned by Covid-19. New Delhi: BBC News, May 31,2021.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-57264629

Government of India. Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (as

amended),Act 61 and Act 35. Enacted: 1986, July 10,2006 and July 30,2016.

https://labour.gov.in/sites/default/filess THE CHILD LABOUR
(PROHIBITION AND REGULATION) AMENDMENT ACT, 201 6.pdf
Government of India. Schedule to the Child and Adolescent Labour
(Prohibition and Regulation) Act. Enacted: August 30,2017. Source on file.
Government of India. The Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code, 2020. Enacted: September 28, 2020.
http://164.100.47.193/BillsPDFFiles/Notification/2020- 1 22-gaz.pdf
Government of India. Juvenile Justice (Care And Protection Of Children)
Act,2015. Enacted: 2015.

http://cara.nic.in/PDF/J] act 2015.pdf

Government of India. The Indian Penal Code, 1860 (as amended). Enacted:
October 6, 1860.

http://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/text.jsp/file_id=201592

Government of India. Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976 (Act
No. 19). Enacted: February 9, 1976.
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/ELECTRONIC/27801/76810/
F362017938/IND27801.pdf

Government of India. The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 (as
amended). Enacted: 1956.
http://www.protectionproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/India_
Acts_1986.pdf

Government of India. Seventh Schedule, The Constitution of India. Enacted:
1947.

https://www.mea.gov.in/Images/pdf1/S7.pdf.

Government of India. The Protection of Children from Sexual Offence Act,
2012. Enacted: 2012.
https://www.indiacode.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/2079/1/201232.pdf
Government of India. The Information Technology (Amendment) Act
2008. Enacted: February 5, 2009.
https://www.casemine.com/act/in/5a979dcf4293263ca60b7468
Government of India. The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
Act, No. 61. Enacted: 1985.
https://legislative.gov.in/sites/default/files/A1985-6 | .pdf

U.S. Embassy- New Delhi. Reporting. March 2,2022.



India
MODERATE ADVANCEMENT

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78
79

80

8l

82

83

84

85

86

87

88

Government of India. The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Act, 2009 (No. 35). Enacted: August 26, 2009.
http://eoc.du.ac.in/RTE - notified.pdf

Government of India, and Ministry of Defense.Annual Report 2012—
13.2013.

http://ddpmod.gov.in/sites/default/files/Annual report 2012-2013.pdf
Government of India: Ministry of Women and Child Development THE
TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS (PREVENTION, CARE AND
REHABILITATION) BILL, 2021. New Delhi, 2021.
https://wcd.nic.in/sites/default/filessDRAFT TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS
(PREVENTION, CARE AND REHABILITATION) BILL 2021 (I).pdf
Dasgupta, Shravasti.What is draft anti-trafficking bill 2021 and how it is
different from the 2018 bill. New Delhi:The Print, July 9,2021.
https://theprint.in/theprint-essential/what-is-draft-anti-trafficking-bill-202 | -
and-how-it-is-different-from-the-2018-bill/692096/

Roy, Esha. Human Trafficking Survivors Identify Gaps in Draft Bill, Seek
Community-based Rehab. New Delhi:The Indian Express, December 3,
2021.
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/human-trafficking-survivors-gaps-
draft-bill-community-based-rehab-7652974/

Ministry of Home Affairs. Annual Report 2017-18.2018.
https://lwww.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/AnnualReport_17_18.pdf
CIA.The World Factbook.Accessed March 03,2019. Please see "Military
Expenditures: Military Service Age and Obligation." in the Reference
Materials section of this report.
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/india/

U.S. Embassy- New Delhi. Reporting. January 31,2019.

U.S. Department of State official. E-mail communication with USDOL
official. July 10, 2020.

Central Bureau of Investigation. About Us.Accessed December 3,2018.
http://www.cbi.gov.in/aboutus/aboutus.php

Central Bureau of Investigation. Join Us In Fighting Corruption. Accessed:
March 25,2021.

https://cbi.gov.in/Contact-Us

Government of India. The National Investigation Agency (Amendment) Act,
2019. July 25,2019.

http://egazette.nic.in/WriteReadData/2019/20828 | .pdf

Bhardwaj, Deepika, MHA asks states to set up more anti-trafficking units
in wake of Covid-19. New Delhi:The Hindu, July 15,2020.
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/mha-asks-states-
to-set-up-more-anti-trafficking-units-in-wake-of-covid- 1 9/story-
rGegi5duSpfGVzvl4g27O0K html

Government of India. Press Information Bureau. AHTUs ESTABLISHED IN
THE COUNTRY. Ministry of Home Affairs, February 2,2022.
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1794796#:~:text=As per
National Crime Records,and Union Territories (UTs).

Express News Service. |0 Anti-Human Trafficking Units to be added to
Andhra's existing three.Vijayawada: The New Indian Express, March 19,
2021.

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/andhra-pradesh/2021/

may/ | 9/10-anti-human-trafficking-units-to-be-added-to-andhras-existing-
three-2304548.html

Singh, Shiv Sahay. Discrepancies bog down Anti Human Trafficking Units,
study finds. Kolkata: The Hindu, August 8, 2020.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/discrepancies-bog-down-anti-
human-trafficking-units-study-finds/article32305052.ece

The CSR Journal. Only 27% of Anti-Human Trafficking Units are
functional, August 19, 2020.
https://thecsrjournal.in/only-27-of-anti-human-trafficking-units-are-
functional/

Tafteesh: In Search of Justice. AHTU Watch: A National Study on Status of
Anti Human Trafficking Units in India (2010-2019) Sanjog India. 2020.
https://www.sanjogindia.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AHTU Watch -
A National Study on Status of Anti Human Trafficking Units in India (2010
to 2019).pdf

89

90

9l

92

93

94

95

96

97
98

99

100

101

102

103

104

Government of India. Ministry of Home Affairs. Advisory for Protection of
Vulnerable Sections of Society. New Delhi, May 19,2021.
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/advisory_21052021.pdf
ILOSTAT. ILO Labor Force Statistics (LFS) - Population and labour
force.Accessed (January 25,2022). Labor force data is modelled on a
combination of demographic and economic explanatory variables by the
ILO. Please see "Labor Law Enforcement: Sources and Definitions" in the
Reference Materials section of this report

https://ilostat.ilo.org/data/

ILO CEACR. Individual Observation concerning Labour Inspection
Convention, 1947 (No.81) India (ratification: 1949). Published: 2020.
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/flp=1000:13100:0::NO: 13100
:P13100_COMMENT_ID:4022258

Government of India. Ministry of Labour and Employment, Lok

Sabha. Unstarred Question No. 1522 to be answered on 01.07.2019, child
labour. June 26,2019.

http://164.100.24.220/loksabhaquestions/annex/1 7 1/AU1522.pdf
Government of India. Improvement in Ranking of States. Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, February 3,2021.
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx!PRID=|694802#:~:text=Further,
DPIIT has prepared a,various sectors in the country.

Jose, Donita. Ease of Doing Business reforms affecting scrutiny of child
labour? Hyderabad: The New Indian Express, May 18,2019.
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/hyderabad/2019/may/ 1 8/eodb-
reforms-affecting-scrutiny-of-child-labour-1978458.html

The Times of India. Top labour officer, 2 others arrested by ACB while
taking Rs 3L as bribe. June 26,2021.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/top-labour-officer-2-others-
arrested-by-acb-while-taking-rs-3l-as-bribe/articleshow/83858322.cms
U.S. Department of State official. E-mail communication with USDOL
official. June 25,2021.

U.S. Consulate- Hyderabad. Reporting. January 22,2022.

The New India Express.Telangana Police's Anti Human Trafficking Unit
Helps Kids Find Their Way Home. Hyderabad, August |,2021.
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/telangana/202 | faug/01/
telangana-polices-anti-human-trafficking-unithelp-kids-find-their-way-
home-2338520.html

Newsmeter Network. 1,801 rescued from child labor in TS in first 20 days
of 2022. Hyderabad: Newsmeter, January 23, 2022.
https://newsmeter.in/crime/ 180 | -rescued-from-child-labour-in-ts-in-first-
20-days-of-2022-690177

Parashar, Utpal. Assam: 40 children and two adults trafficked to Sikkim,
rescued Hindustan Times. July 24, 2021.
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/assam-40-children-and-two-
adults-trafficked-to-sikkim-rescued- 101627096332502.html

Sandhu, Kamaljit K. NIA files chargesheet against 4 Bangladeshis in human
trafficking of Rohingyas case. Guwahati: India Today, October 22, 2021.
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/nia-chargesheet-bangladesh-human-
trafficking-rohingyas-case- 1868249-2021-10-22

Dev,Arun. NIA files chargesheet against |3 for human trafficking from
Bangladesh. Bengaluru; Hindustan Times, September 6, 2021.
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/bengaluru-news/
nia-files-chargesheet-against- | 3-for-human-trafficking-from-
bangladesh-101630952633 | 37.html

National Crime Records Bureau. Case Conviction Rates for Human
Trafficking Crimes. Government of India, 2020.
https://ncrb.gov.in/en/crime-in-india-table-addtional-table-and-chapter-
contents!field_date_value[value][year]=2020&field_select_table_title_of
crim_value=All&items_per_page=All

National Crime Records Bureau. Disposal of Persons Arrested Under SLL
Crimes:The Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) Act. 2020..Accessed
May 23,2022.
https://ncrb.gov.in/en/crime-in-india-table-addtional-table-and-chapter-
contents!field_date_value[value][year]=2020&field_select_table_title_of
crim_value=48&items_per_page=All



105

106

107

108

109

110

112

13

114

115

116

17

118
19

120

Burns et al. Pushing for the same thing on the same set of tracks:a
qualitative study exploring the anti-trafficking response in Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh. Boston: BMC Public Health, June 24,2021. Source on file.

Nath, Damini. Low conviction rate, lack of awareness hinder bonded
labour elimination.The Hindu, November 9,2019.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/low-conviction-rate-lack-of-
awareness-hinder-bonded-labour-elimination/article29926 | 66.ece.
Srivastava, Roli. India cracks down on bonded labor, but freed workers
await compensation. Mumbai: Reuters, May 10,2018.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-india-slavery-compensation/india-
cracks-down-on-bonded-labor-but-freed-workers-await-compensation-
idUSKBN11B2CM

Shanmughasundaram, J. Bonded labour:When rescue does not mean
release. January 24,2019.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/bonded-labour-when-
rescue-does-not-mean-release/articleshow/67667881.cms.

Outlook Web Desk. Study Says Trial In 99 Per Cent Of POCSO Cases Was
Still Pending By December 2020. Outlook, November 26,2021.
https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/study-says-trial-in-99-per-
cent-of-pocso-cases-was-still-pending-by-december-2020/402620
National Crime Records Bureau. Court Disposal of SLL Crime Cases
(Crime Head-wise) - 2020. Government of India, 2021.
https://ncrb.gov.in/en/crime-in-india-table-addtional-table-and-chapter-
contentsfield_date_value[value][year]=2020&field_select_table_title_of
crim_value=All&items_per_page=All

U.S. Embassy- New Delhi official. E-mail communication with USDOL
official. April 7,2020.

Government of India: Ministry of Law and Justice, Lok Sabha. Unstarred
Question No: 1717: Fast Track Special Courts for Rape and POSCO
Cases. February | 1,2022.
http://loksabhaph.nic.in/Questions/QResult|5.aspx’qref=34230&Isno=17
Business Standard. Poor infra, staff shortages: Here's what is slowing down
fast-track courts. December | 1,2020.
https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/poor-
infra-staff-shortages-here-s-what-is-slowing-down-fast-track-
courts-120121100124_|.html

Srivastava, Roli. India's Bihar state takes over children's shelters after
finding abuse. Mumbai: Reuters, September 3,2018.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-india-shelters-abuse/indias-bihar-state-
takes-over-childrens-shelters-after-finding-abuse-idUSKCN I LJORD
Madhavan, Ranjani. Social audit of shelter homes to begin soon.The New
Indian Express, November 7,2019.
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/20 | 9/nov/07/social-
audit-of-shelter-homes-to-begin-soon-2058322.html

Raj, Suhasini and Emily Schmall. Record Payout Awarded to Sexual Abuse
Victims in India. New York: New York Times, January 28, 2022.
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/28/world/asia/india-shelter-sexual-
abuse.html

Scroll Staff. Muzaffarpur sexual assault case: Supreme Court asks Bihar
government to submit action-taken report Scroll India. March 25, 2022.
https://scroll.in/latest/1020242/muzaffarpur-sexual-assault-case-supreme-
court-asks-bihar-government-to-submit-action-taken-report

U.S. Embassy- New Delhi. Reporting. March 2,2022.

Sarkar, Debashish. More girls may have been sexually abused at Jharkhand
shelter home: Police. Jamshedpur:The Hindustan Times, June 9, 2021.
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/more-girls-may-have-been-
sexually-abused-at-j-khand-shelter-home-police- 10162326 1969095.html
The Tribune. Probe ordered into Jharkhand shelter home, after complaints
of sexual assault, torture by minor girls Ranchi. June 10,2021.
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/probe-ordered-into-jharkhand-
shelter-home-after-complaints-of-sexual-assault-torture-by-minor-
girls-266406

121

122

123

124

125

126

127

128
129

130

131

132

133

134

135

136

137

138

139

140

141

142

India
MODERATE ADVANCEMENT

Kumari, Sweety. Kolkata ‘child trafficking’ case: Police press rape charge, say
children were sexually abused. Kolkatta; The Indian Express, November 22,
2021.
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/kolkata/kolkata-child-trafficking-
case-police-press-rape-charge-say-children-were-sexually-abused-7634646/
Government of India. Constitution of Task Force for Ensuring
Implementation of Child Labor Act. July 31,2018.
https://labour.gov.in/sites/default/files/Constitution of Task Force dtd.
31.07.2018.pdf

Government of India. Ministry of Labour and Employment

Resolution. January 20,2017.
https://labour.gov.in/sites/default/files/Gazette notification dtd.
24.01.2017_2.pdf

National Commission for the Protection of Child

Rights. Homepage. Accessed February 6,2019.

http://ncper.gov.in/

National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights. State
Comnmissions for Protection of Child Rights. Accessed February 6,2019.
http://ncpcr.gov.in/index | .php?lang= | &level=0&linkid=100&lid=1309
National Human Rights Commission. Human Rights Issues — Abolition of
Bonded Labour. New Delhi,Accessed June I,2018. Source on file.
Ministry of Labour and Employment. Platform for Effective Enforcement of
Child Labour.Accessed February 8,2019.

https://pencil.gov.in

U.S. Consulate- Kolkata Reporting. February 4,2022.

Ministry of Labour and Employment. National Policy on Child

Labour. 1987. Source on file.

Ministry of Labour and Employment.Annual Report of the Ministry of
Labour and Employment 2017-2018.2018.
https://labour.gov.in/sites/default/filess ANNUAL_REPORT_2017-18-
ENGLISH.pdf

Ministry of Women and Child Development.Annual Report: 2017-18.
Chapter 4: Child Protection and Welfare.
http://www.wcd.nic.in/sites/default/files/AR-2017-18 Chapter 4 to 7.pdf
Ministry of Women and Child Development.The National Policy for
Children.2013.

http://wed.nic.in/sites/default/files/npcenglish080720 1 3_0.pdf

Ministry of Women and Child Development. National Plan of Action for
Children. 2016.

http://wed.nic.in/sites/default/files/National Plan of Action 2016.pdf
Government of Jharkhand. State Action Plan for the Elimination of Child
Labour. 2012. Source on file.

Government of Karnataka. Tate Resource Center on Child
Labour.Accessed March 7,2014. Source on file.

Government of Meghalaya. Meghalaya State Protocol on Child Labour. May
2014.
http://megpolice.gov.in/notification/Megh-state-protocol-child-labour.pdf
Government of Andhra Pradesh. State Action Plan for the Elimination of
Child Labour. 2008. Source on file.

Government of Guijarat. State Action Plan for the Elimination of Child
Labour. 2008. Source on file.

Government of Bihar. State Action Plan for Elimination of Child Labour
and Prohibitions and Regulation of Adolescent Labour. June 2017.
https://labour.gov.in/sites/default/files/ Annex-8.pdf

Government of Punjab. Punjab State Action Plan for the Total Elimination
of Child Labour. Accessed: July 7,2020.
https://pblabour.gov.in/Content/documents/Pdf/State Action Plan.pdf
Rajitha, S. State action plan against child labour gets approval. The New
Indian Express, May 7,2017.
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/hyderabad/2017/may/07/state-
action-plan-against-child-labour--gets-approval-1602053.html

Mathur, Swati. Allocations under National Child Labour Project dip by less
than half in 2 years New Delhi:The Times of India, August 26, 2021.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/allocations-under-national-child-
labour-project-dip-by-less-than-half-in-2-years/articleshow/85093540.cms



20

India
MODERATE ADVANCEMENT

143

144

145

146

147

148

149

150

ILO Committee of Experts. Individual Observation concerning Forced

Labour Convention, 1930 (no.29) India (ratification: 1954). Published: 2018.

http://ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/fp=1000:13100:0:NO:13100:P13100_
COMMENT_ID:3958308:YES

Asian News International. Covid-19 management causing delay in finalising
policy related to sex workers, Delhi govt to NHRC. December 19, 2020.
https://in.news.yahoo.com/covid- | 9-management-causing-
delay-175031070.html?guccounter=1

U.S. Department of State. Country Reports on Human Rights Practices —
2019: India. Washington, D.C., March 11, 2020.
https://www.state.gov/reports/20 | 9-country-reports-on-human-rights-
practices/india/

Childline India Foundation. Childline. Accessed February 8,2019.
http://www.childlineindia.org.in/

ChildLine India Foundation.Annual Report 2020-2021
https://www.childlineindia.org/uploads/files/20220303075103_CHILDLINE-
India-Foundation-_-Annual-Report_2020_21_-English.pdf

Ministry of Women and Child Development, and TrackChild 2.0. National
Tracking System for Missing and Vulnerable Children.
http://trackthemissingchild.gov.in/trackchild/index.php

Ministry of Women and Child Development. Annual Report 2020-
2021.2021. Source on file.

Ministry of Labour and Employment.Annual Report of the Ministry of
Labour and Employment 2018-2019.Accessed May 18, 2020.
https://labour.gov.in/sites/default/files/Final_AR_English_21-7-19.pdf

151

152

153

154
155

156

Ministry of Women and Child Development.Annual Report 2017-18.
Chapter 2:Women Empowerment and Protection.
http://www.wcd.nic.in/sites/default/files/AR-2017-18 Chapter | & 2.pdf
ILO.Work in Freedom, Phase Il — Fair recruitment and decent work for
women migrant workers in South Asia and the Middle East. Accessed: April
6,2021.

https://www.ilo.org/newdelhi/whatwedo/projects/WCMS_65 | 634/lang--
en/index.htm

USDOL. Measurement, Awareness-Raising, and Policy Engagement (MAP
16) Project on Child Labor and Forced Labor. Accessed February 8,2019.
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/projects/MAP | 6

ILO-IPEC. Map 16 Technical Progress Report. 2022. Source on file.
Sharma,Yogima Seth. Government Revamp Scheme for Rehabilitation of
Bonded Laborers.The Economic Times, February 9,2022.
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/government-revamps-
scheme-for-rehabilitation-of-bonded-labourers/articleshow/8945,26 1 3.cms
Express News Service. Pay interim relief to 33 rescued bonded labourers,
says Madras HC. Madurai:The New Indian Express, April 2,2022.
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2022/apr/02/pay-
interim-relief-to-33-rescued-bonded-labourers-says-madras-hc-2437 1 46.
html





