Algeria

MINIMAL ADVANCEMENT

In 2013, Algeria made a minimal advancement in efforts to
eliminate the worst forms of child labor. The Governments
Intersectoral Commission Relative to the Prevention of and
Fight against Child Labor met during the year and the
Government continued to participate in a regional project to
combat child domestic labor. However, children in Algeria
continue to engage in child labor in street work and domestic
service. The Government has yet to adopt the child protection
law drafted in 2007, which includes a hazardous work list.
Algerian law does not clearly establish 18 as the minimum
age for hazardous work, and the law does not probibit the
use of children in illicit activities. Algeria does not make
data on enforcement efforts publicly available, and programs
for working children are limited.

I. PREVALENCE AND SECTORAL DISTRIBUTION OF CHILD LABOR

Children in Algeria engage in child labor, including in street work and domestic service.(1-4) The Government collects
data on child labor, but does not make such data publicly available.(5) This lack of data makes an understanding of
the child labor situation difficult. Table 1 provides key indicators on children’s work and education in Algeria. Data on
some of these indicators are not available from the sources used in this report.

Table 1. Statistics on Children’s Work and Education

Children Age Percent
Working (% and population) 5-14 yrs. Unavailable
Attending School (%) 5-14 yrs. Unavailable
Combining Work and School (%) 7-14 yrs. Unavailable
Primary Completion Rate (%) 100.2

Source for primary completion rate: Data from 2012, published by UNESCO Institute for Statistics, 2014.(6)
Source for all other data: Understanding Children’s Work Project’s analysis, 2014.(7)

Based on a review of available information, Table 2 provides an overview of children’s work by sector and activity.

Table 2. Overview of Children’s Work by Sector and Activity

Agriculture Activities unknown (3, 4, 8)
Industry Construction, activities unknown (4, 8, 9)

Street work, including vending and collection of plastics (1-4)
Services Domestic service (3, 4, 8)

Work in small shops and mechanics shops* (10, 11)
Categorical Worst Forms of Child Labort Commercial sexual exploitation as a result of trafficking* (12)

* Evidence of this activity is limited and/or the extent of the problem is unknown.
¥ Child labor understood as the worst forms of child labor per se under Article 3(a) - (c) of ILO C. 182.

Current evidence suggests that children, primarily sub-Saharan migrants, are trafficked into prostitution in bars

and informal brothels in Tamanrasset and Algiers.(12, 13) Large-scale migration occurs at the Algerian border with
Mali.(13) Algerian officials have indicated it is difficult to distinguish trafficking victims from regular migrants in this
context.(13)
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Il. LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

Algeria has ratified all key international conventions concerning child labor (Table 3).

Table 3. Ratification of International Conventions on Child Labor

E2 AN ILO C. 138, Minimum Age v
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\No=>4 ILO C. 182, Worst Forms of Child Labor v
A
UN CRC v
i\@!& UN CRC Optional Protocol on Armed Conflict v
UN CRC Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography v
N
\\/l ‘\j Palermo Protocol on Trafficking in Persons v
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The Government has established relevant laws and regulations related to child labor, including its worst forms (Table 4).

Table 4. Laws and Regulations Related to Child Labor

Minimum Age for Work Yes 16 Article 15 of the Labor Code, Section 5 of the Commerce Code
(14,15)

Minimum Age for Hazardous Work No

List of Hazardous Occupations Prohibited for No

Children

Prohibition of Forced Labor Yes Penal Code (16, 17)

Prohibition of Child Trafficking Yes Penal Code (18)

Prohibition of Commercial Sexual Exploitation  Yes Articles 343 and 344 of the Penal Code (8, 17)

of Children

Prohibition of Using Children in lllicit Activities ~ No

Minimum Age for Compulsory Military Yes 19 Legislation title unknown (19, 20)

Recruitment

Minimum Age for Voluntary Military Service Yes 17 Legislation title unknown (19, 20)

Compulsory Education Age Yes 16 Article 12 of the Law No. 08-04 of January 27,2008 (11)

Free Public Education Yes Article 13 of the Law No. 08-04 of January 27, 2008 (11)

Algeria does not have a clear minimum age for hazardous work or a list of hazardous occupations prohibited to all
children.(14, 15) In 2007, the Ministry of Justice announced that it had drafted a child protection law that contained
a hazardous work list; however, as of this reporting period, the Parliament has not yet adopted the legislation.(10, 15)

Research found no indication that Algerian law prohibits the use of a child in illegal activities. Moreover, the ILO
Committee of Experts has also noted that there is no law in Algeria that prohibits use of a child in the production,
sale, and trafficking of illegal drugs.(21)

I1l. ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

The Government has established institutional mechanisms for the enforcement of laws and regulations on child labor,
including its worst forms (Table 5).
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Table 5. Agencies Responsible for Child Labor Law Enforcement

Ministry of Labor and Social Investigate labor violations, including involving child labor, and issue citations and fines for labor

Welfare's Labor Inspection violations. Demand safety and health problems be addressed if workers’ health and safety are at risk.

Directorate (4,11, 22, 23) Authorized to conduct regular inspections or special visits to investigate general labor
conditions or a specific issue.(4, 23, 24)

Ministry of Interior’s National Enforce criminal laws relating to child labor violations.(10)

and Border Police

Ministry of Defense’s Enforce criminal laws relating to child labor violations. Operate in rural areas.(8, 10)

Gendarmerie Police Force

Ministry of Justice’s Office of Serve as lead agency in enforcement efforts with regard to trafficking in persons.(13)

Criminal Affairs and Amnesty

Procedures

Research found no evidence that law enforcement agencies took actions to combat child labor, including its worst forms.

Labor Law Enforcement

There are 27 Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare inspection offices throughout the country. Some cover one wilaya,
or governorate, while others cover more than one. According to the Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare, the Labor
Inspectorate had more than 600 operational inspectors as of February 2014.(4, 11) There are more inspectors in urban
than in rural areas, although past reports indicate higher levels of child labor in rural areas.(11, 17) The Government
indicated that inspections were carried out during 2013, but has declined to make this information available.(4) In its
most recent reporting, the ILO Committee of Experts has emphasized that the number of inspections conducted and
the number of child labor violations found in recent years in Algeria is not known.(21)

Criminal Law Enforcement

Although there is only limited evidence to suggest a problem with worst forms of child labor covered by criminal

laws in Algeria, the Government has noted it is difficult to determine whether there are trafficking victims in the
country.(13) Proactive investigations could serve an important role in shedding light on this issue. The Government of
Algeria, however, has not made information publicly available on the number of investigations pertaining to trafficking
or other worst forms of child labor covered by criminal laws during 2013.(4)

IV. COORDINATION OF GOVERNMENT EFFORTS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

The Government has established mechanisms to coordinate its efforts to address child labor, including its worst

forms (Table 6).
Table 6. Mechanisms to Coordinate Government Efforts on Child Labor

Intersectoral Commission Relative ~ Work to prevent and eliminate child labor.(4) Led by the Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare with

to the Prevention of and Fight members from NGOs and the following ministries: Health; Interior; Justice; Youth and Sports;

Against Child Labor Employment and National Solidarity; Family and the Female Condition; National Education,
Training and Professional Teaching; Communication and Culture; as well as Agriculture and Rural
Development.(25)

Inter-Ministerial Coordinating Manage government efforts to address trafficking. Led by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Directorate

Committee on Trafficking General for Political Affairs and International Security.(4, 13) Members are the Gendarmerie and the
National Police as well as the Ministries of Justice; Health; Labor and Social Welfare; and Employment
and National Solidarity.(13, 26)

In 2013, both the Intersectoral Commission and the Inter-Ministerial Coordinating Committee met monthly.(11)
Although past reports indicate the Intersectoral Commission organized hundreds of open-door seminars on child labor
and education programs and strengthened the labor inspection services, research found no evidence of such activities
during 2013.(27)
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V. GOVERNMENT POLICIES ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR
The Government of Algeria has established policies related to child labor, including its worst forms (Table 7).
Table 7. Policies Related to Child Labor

An Algeria Fit for Children (National Plan of Promotes child development and universal access to education.(3, 10, 15)
Action for Children 2008-2015)*

*The impact of this policy on child labor does not appear to have been studied.

As of June 2012, the Government had not met its timetable for reporting on the implementation of the National
Plan of Action for Children. Moreover, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child has raised concerns about
insufficient funding and technical capacity to carry it out.(3, 18)

VI. SOCIAL PROGRAMS TO ADDRESS THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

In 2013, the Government of Algeria participated in programs that include the goal of eliminating or preventing child
labor, including its worst forms (Table 8).

Table 8. Social Programs to Address Child Labor

Combating child domestic labor  $1.3 million, Government of France-funded, 3-year regional project implemented by ILO-IPEC to
in Africa and in the countries of combat child domestic labor.(28)
the Mediterranean Union

Strengthening the Framework of ~ $650,000, EU-funded, 3-year regional project to strengthen the capacity of Algeria and other Arab
the Arab Region to Prevent and governments to address human trafficking. Trained judges throughout Algeria on trafficking issues in
Combat Human Trafficking 2013.(11,29)

Despite Algeria’s participation in regional efforts to combat child labor in domestic service and human trafficking,
research found no evidence of other programs specifically targeting sectors in which children work, such as hazardous
work in agriculture and construction as well as on the streets.

VII. SUGGESTED GOVERNMENT ACTIONS TO ELIMINATE THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

Based on the reporting above, suggested actions are identified that would advance the elimination of child labor,
including its worst forms, in Algeria (Table 9).

Table 9. Suggested Government Actions to Eliminate Child Labor, Including its Worst Forms

Laws Adopt the child protection law drafted by the Ministry of Justice, which would 20092013
establish a list of hazardous occupations forbidden to all children.
Establish the minimum age for hazardous work as 18 in the Labor Code. 2009 - 2013
Prohibit the use of a child in the production, sale, and trafficking of drugs or in any 2013
other illegal activity.
Enforcement Make publicly available enforcement statistics regarding child labor, including in its
worst forms. 2009 - 2013
Ensure that child labor laws are enforced effectively in all geographic areas and
sectors. 2009 - 2013
Coordination Ensure the Intersectoral Commission Relative to the Prevention of and Fight Against
. - . s 2011-2013
Child Labor remains active to ensure proper coordination.
Government Policies Conduct research on the impact of the National Plan of Action for Children on child 20122013

labor, including its worst forms.

Report on the progress of the National Plan of Action for Children according to the
agreed-upon timetable and provide adequate funding and capacity building to 2011-2013
ensure objectives are met.
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Table 9. Suggested Government Actions to Eliminate Child Labor, Including its Worst Forms (cont)

Social Programs
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