Seychelles

In 2012, Seychelles made a moderate advancement in efforts to
eliminate the worst forms of child labor. The Government ratified
the CRC Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child
Prostitution, and Child Pornography. Seychelles also engaged in
awareness-raising programs focused on risky behaviors that can
lead to the commercial sexual exploitation of children; increased
spending on social security benefits for vulnerable children;

and began implementing the National Social Renaissance

Plan of Action, which prioritizes children’s rights and protects
child victims of commercial sexual exploitation. However,

the Government has not established a minimum age for all
hazardous work or developed a comprehensive list of hazardous
work activities prohibited for children. During the reporting
period, the Government did not provide services and shelter

1o children engaged in commercial sexual exploitation. In one
case, the Government prosecuted several children rather than
identifying them as victims. Although evidence on the worst
Jorms of child labor is limited, research suggests that children in
Seychelles continue to be found in the worst forms of child labor in
commercial sexual exploitation.

Statistics on Working Children and Education

Children Age Percent

Working 5-14 yrs. Unavailable
Attending School 5-14 yrs. Unavailable
Combining Work and School | 7-14 yrs. Unavailable

Primary Completion Rate - 133.1

Sources:

Primary completion rate: Data from 2010, published by UNESCO Institute for
Statistics, 2013.(1)

All other data: Understanding Children’s Work Project’s analysis, 2013.(2)

Prevalence and Sectoral Distribution of the
Worst Forms of Child Labor

Although evidence on the worst forms of child labor is
limited, research suggests that children in Seychelles are
found in the worst forms of child labor in commercial sexual
exploitation. (3-9) There are reports of children, predominantly
girls, being driven into commercial sexual exploitation by
peers, family members, and pimps.(4, 5) Foreign tourists are
believed to contribute to the demand for commercial sex in
Seychelles. (4) Seychellois children engaged in commercial sex
work are exploited in nightclubs, bars, guest houses, hotels,
brothels, and in the street.(4) According to NGOs, drug
addicts under age 18 are among those at risk for commercial
sexual exploitation.(3-5)
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Laws and Regulations on the Worst Forms
of Child Labor

The Constitution of the Republic of Seychelles sets the
minimum age for work at 15. It also stipulates that the
minimum age for dangerous, harmful, and unhealthy work
should be higher, though it does not specify an age.(10) The
Conditions of Employment Regulations, 1991, prohibit
children under age 18 from night employment and from

work in the restaurant, tourism, or entertainment industries,
at any time. However, children ages 15 to 17 may work in
these industries and at night with the written approval of a
“competent officer,” although a definition for “competent
officer” is not provided in the legislation.(11) Children ages 12
to 14 may engage in occasional, non-recurrent light work,
provided it occurs outside of school hours.(11) The law does
not specifically prohibit hazardous work for all children under
18 and the Government has not developed a comprehensive list
of hazardous work activities prohibited to children.(7, 12-14)

The Constitution provides for freedom from slavery, servitude,
and forced or obligatory labor.(10) The Penal Code Act of
1955 also proscribes forced labor, trafficking in slaves, or
kidnapping for the purposes of involuntary confinement,
slavery, or removal from Seychelles.(15) The Penal Code Act

of 2005 criminalizes the prostitution and sexual exploitation
of children.(15) The Act’s specific provisions prohibit,
domestically and internationally, the procurement, recruitment,
or exploitation of girls under age 21 for the purposes of
prostitution.(7, 15) The Act also criminalizes the procurement
or detainment of any girl against her will with the intent to
engage in sexual conduct or any woman under age 21 for the
purposes of prostitution or pornography. Because these specific
provisions protect girls, it is unclear whether boys are protected
from being used, procured, or offered for prostitution under

the law.(7, 15) The Penal Code Act also prohibits involving any
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child under age 18 in the production, possession, or exhibition
of indecent material.(7, 15) In October 2012, the Act was
amended to create steeper mandatory sentences for individuals
who engage in sexual acts with children under 15.(16) In
December 2012, Seychelles ratified the CRC Optional
Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution, and
Child Pornography.(17)

International Conventions and Selected Laws on Child
Labor and Education
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In Seychelles, there is no conscription into military services.
Children under 18 may be voluntarily recruited with parental
consent, but no minimum age appears to be specified in

the law.(18)

Research did not uncover whether Seychelles has established
law to protect children from involvement in illicit activities,

including drug trafficking.

Education is free and compulsory through grade 10 or
approximately age 16.(5, 10, 14, 19) The Government also
made secondary education free until age 18.(14)

Institutional Mechanisms for Coordination
and Enforcement

The Government has a National Anti-trafficking Committee,
which is composed of representatives from the police force,
Attorney General’s Office, and the Ministries of Social
Development, Foreign Affairs, and Home Affairs.(4) However,
research found no evidence that the Government of Seychelles

has established a coordinating mechanism to combat other
worst forms of child labor.

The Department of Social Development (DSD), under

the Ministry of Social Development and Culture, leads the
Government’s policies against child prostitution.(4, 5) The
DSD has established 25 district task forces that address social
problems at the local level, including child prostitution. These
task forces comprise social workers, police, community nurses,
youth workers, school counselors, NGOs, and other civil
society groups.(4)

The Ministry of Education, Employment, and Human
Resources is responsible for enforcing child labor laws.(14, 20)
The Ministry employs four labor inspectors.(21) In 2012,
1,136 labor inspections were conducted. These inspection did
not uncover any cases of child labor in any sector.(14, 16)
The Ministry conducted regular checks to monitor school
attendance and to manage truancy.(14)

According to reports, the Government did not take legal action
against those who exploited children for commercial sex during
the reporting period.(4, 14). In one case, the Government
prosecuted and convicted children engaged in commercial
sexual exploitation in a brothel rather than identifying them

as victims. (4)

Research did not find evidence that the Government collects
or makes publicly available data regarding commercial sexual

exploitation and trafficking of children.(5, 20)

Government Policies on the Worst Forms of
Child Labor

In 2012, the Government began implementing the National
Social Renaissance Plan of Action (2012-16). The plan
establishes a 5-year roadmap in the areas of education,
health, employment, human resource development, social
affairs, community development, and security.(8) It includes
provisions to decrease violations of children’s rights, bolster
child protection, and enhance services to victims of commercial
sexual exploitation, including child victims.(8) Several
government agencies are engaged in the implementation and
monitoring of the plan, including the Ministries of Home
Affairs; Health; Community Development; and Education,
Employment and Human Resources.(5)

Social Programs to Eliminate or Prevent the
Worst Forms of Child Labor

During the reporting period, the Government continued an
awareness-raising program aimed at youth that focused on
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the dangers of engaging in risky behaviors that could lead to to orphans and other at-risk children and youth. (5, 20) The L
the commercial sexual exploitation of children.(4) However, Government supports the Children’s Homes Foundation, i
according to reports, the Government did not provide which provides housing to orphans and children whose I
protective services or shelter to child victims of commercial families face financial difficulties.(24) It also continues r—
sexual exploitation identified during the reporting period.(4) funding a program that subsidizes bus fares for some D_I)

students in need.(25)
The National Council for Children, a partially government-

funded organization, advocates for children’s interests and The Government continues to administer the National Early
rights through awareness-raising activities, training, and Childhood Care and Education Trust Fund, which is intended
counseling. The Council’s training programs are targeted at to promote the healthy development of children.(5) Through
both children and adults and include a module developed to the fund, the Government supported several projects during
explain the provisions of the CRC.(3, 22, 23) The Council may ~ the reporting period. It funded the purchase of educational
also provide care to victims of sexual or labor exploitation.(3) materials and playground equipment, as well as the training of

early child care providers.(5) However, the question of whether
these social and educational programs have an impact on child
labor does not appear to have been addressed.

The Government engages in a number of initiatives aimed at
improving children’s welfare. In an effort to better support
vulnerable groups, the Government’s 2012 and 2013 budgets
increased social security benefits, including benefits offered

Based on the reporting above, the following actions would advance the elimination of the worst
forms of child labor in Seychelles:

: Year(s) Action
Area Suggested Actions Recommended
Laws and Eliminate legal provisions that potentially allow for children to engage in
Regulations hazardous work, including at night, if given the approval of a “competent 2010, 2011,2012
officer”
Amend the law to specifically prohibit hazardous work for all children under 20112012

age 18.

Develop a comprehensive list of hazardous employment activities prohibited 2009, 2010, 2011,
for all children under age 18. 2012

Clarify the Penal Code Act to explicitly protect boys from being used, procured, | 2009, 2010, 2011,
or offered for prostitution 2012

Clarify whether Seychelles has established laws to protect children from

involvement in illicit activities, including drug trafficking. 2012
Coordination and | Establish a coordinating mechanism to combat all worst forms of child labor. 2011,2012
Enforcement Identify and enforce laws against child commercial sexual exploitation, by
« Identifying and prosecuting those who engage children in commercial 2011.2012
sexual exploitation. !
« Ensuring child victims are not prosecuted as criminals.
Collect and make data on cases of commercial sexual exploitation and 2011.2012
trafficking of children publicly available. '
Social Programs | Assess the impact that social and educational programs may have on the
. 2011,2012
worst forms of child labor.
Ensure children who are victims of commercial sexual exploitation are provided 2011.2012

appropriate services and shelter.
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