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Prevalence and Sectoral Distribution of the 

Worst Forms of Child Labor 

Children in Tunisia are reportedly engaged in the 

worst forms of child labor.5801 However, the lack of 

official data and other information does not allow 

for an accurate assessment of the full nature and 

extent of the worst forms of child labor.  

There are some reports that Tunisian children, 

mostly girls, work as domestic servants, which 

puts them at risk for physical, psychological 

and sexual abuse.5802 There have been reports of 

girls trafficked internally to work as domestic 

servants.5803

Evidence indicates that children work in the 

agricultural sector, in which they may be exposed 

to chemicals, injured by dangerous machinery or 

tools and suffer physical harm from performing 

repetitive motions and carrying excessively heavy 

loads.5804 

Children reportedly work in factories and as street 

vendors selling candy, cigarettes, and other small 

items.5805 Children working on the streets may 

be exposed to multiple dangers including severe 

weather, vehicle accidents and criminal elements. 

Laws and Regulations on the Worst Forms 

of Child Labor

Tunisia’s Labor Code sets the minimum age for 

employment at 16 with some exceptions for work 

in family-run businesses and light work in the 

industrial and agricultural sectors, provided the 

work is not hazardous and does not interfere 

with schooling.5806 The Labor Code and the Child 

Protection Code both bar children younger than 

age 18 from hazardous work.5807 The Labor Code 

gives the Ministry of Social Affairs, Solidarity 

and Tunisians Abroad the authority to determine 

which jobs fall under this category.5808 

Education is compulsory until age 16.5809 In 

addition, the Government of Tunisia provides 

free schooling beyond the age of compulsory 

education.5810

The constitution and national laws forbid the use 

of forced or slave labor.5811 The Child Protection 

Code outlaws children’s participation in wars or 

Tunisia
Although the scope of the problem is unknown, children 

in Tunisia may be engaged in the worst forms of 

child labor in domestic service and agriculture. The 

Government of Tunisia continued its support for a 

program to achieve universal primary schooling and 

to improve the quality of education. However, the 

Government lacks adequate statistics on the prevalence 

and nature of the worst forms of child labor.

Statistics on Working Children and School Attendance

Children Age Percent

Working 5-14 yrs. Unavailable

Attending School 5-14 yrs. Unavailable

Combining Work and School 7-14 yrs Unavailable
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armed conflicts and sets the age for voluntary 

military service at 18.5812 All male citizens are 

subject to compulsory recruitment into the 

military at age 20.5813 

C138, Minimum Age

C182, Worst Forms of Child 

Labor

CRC

CRC Optional Protocol on Armed 

Conflict

CRC Optional Protocol on 

the Sale of Children, Child 

Prostitution, and Child 

Pornography

Palermo Protocol on Trafficking 

in Persons

Minimum Age for Work 16

Minimum Age for Hazardous 

Work
18

Compulsory Education Age 16

Free Public Education Yes

Although there is no law that specifically 

criminalizes trafficking, the Tunisian Penal Code 

proscribes capturing, detaining or sequestering a 

person for forced labor.5814 Child prostitution is 

forbidden under the Penal Code and the Child 

Protection Code, and the applicable provisions 

cover both girls and boys.5815 Tunisian law also 

criminalizes the production and distribution of 

child pornography.5816 

Institutional Mechanisms for Coordination 

and Enforcement

Research found no evidence that the Government 

of Tunisia has established a coordinating 

mechanism to combat the worst forms of child 

labor. 

The Ministry of Social Affairs is responsible for 

enforcing child labor laws through its labor 

 

inspectors, including laws on hazardous labor.5817 

No information was available on the number 

of inspectors, their funding or the number of 

inspections carried out.

The Child Protection Code established a Child 

Protection Representative in each of the country’s 

governorates to enforce the Code.5818 The mandate 

places a special emphasis on situations that 

threaten a child’s health or moral or physical 

integrity, including the worst forms of child labor. 

Nevertheless, there are concerns that having only 

one delegate per governorate is inadequate.5819

Other institutions authorized to conduct labor 

inspections and file labor complaints are the 

Tunisian General Union of Labor and the Ministry 

of Women, Family, Children and Senior Citizens’ 

Affairs.5820 

Similarly, there were no known investigations or 

prosecutions of trafficking offenses or convictions 

of trafficking offenders during the year.5821

Government Policies on the Worst Forms of 

Child Labor

Research found no evidence of any policies 

to address the worst forms of child labor in 

agriculture, domestic service or street vending.

In addition, no evidence exists that the 

Government has conducted any recent research to 

determine the extent and nature of child labor that 

may be occurring in the country.5822 

Social Programs to Eliminate or Prevent the 

Worst Forms of Child Labor

Research found no evidence of programs to 

address child labor in agriculture, domestic service 

or street vending.

Tunisia, in cooperation with UNICEF, continued 

its participation in a multi-year plan to promote 

quality education and achieve universal primary 

education.5823 
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The World Bank-funded Education Quality 

Improvement Project, designed to facilitate the 

Government’s efforts to promote primary and 

secondary education, concluded in September 

2010.5824 The project boosted school enrollment 

and completion rates for children ages 6 to 18.5825 

The question of whether these programs have an 

impact on the worst forms of child labor does not 

appear to have been addressed.

 

 

Based on the reporting above, the following actions would advance the reduction of the 
worst forms of child labor in Tunisia:

IN THE AREA OF COORDINATION AND ENFORCEMENT:

Establish a coordinating mechanism to combat the worst forms of child labor.

Make data publicly available on the number of labor inspectors as well as the number and results of 

inspections of child labor violations.

Increase the number of Child Protection Delegates. 

IN THE AREA OF POLICIES:

Conduct research on the worst forms of child labor to inform policy and programs. 

IN THE AREA OF SOCIAL PROGRAMS: 

Implement programs to specifically address the worst forms of child labor, including in agriculture, 

domestic service and street vending.

Assess the impact that the education plan and project may have on addressing the worst forms of  

child labor.

5801 Data provided in the chart at the beginning of this 

country report are not available from the data sources 

that are used in this report. Reliable data on the worst 

forms of child labor are especially difficult to collect given 

the often hidden or illegal nature of the worst forms. For 

more information on sources used for these statistics, the 

definition of working children, and other indicators used in 

this report, please see the “Children’s Work and Education 

Statistics: Sources and Definitions” section.
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