
From West Africa to the Rest of the World: Exposing 
the Cocoa Supply Chain
 Côte d'Ivoire and Ghana produce 60% of the world's cocoa beans, o�en through child labor. These 
cocoa beans are used around the world to make cocoa and chocolate products.

 

Cocoa beans are processed into cocoa paste, cocoa butter, cocoa powder, and chocolate. Cocoa is harvested by children engaged 
in hazardous work who li� heavy loads, use sharp tools, and are exposed to chemicals and burning fields. Some are tra�icked 
from neighboring countries.
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The risk of child labor within the entire
cocoa supply chain is high, impacting 
global cocoa companies who import 
large quantities of cocoa and cocoa 
products from these countries.
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Cocoa beans are transported 
to domestic processing 
facilities and transformed into 
intermediate products for export.
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In 2022, Côte d'Ivoire and 
Ghana's global cocoa bean 

exports totaled $4.47 billion.

Raw cocoa is warehoused, 
ground, and made into 
products from cocoa 
powder to chocolate.  
It is also re-exported 
within Europe to produce 
products that are exported 
around the world.

The Netherlands is the largest 
importer of cocoa beans from 

Côte d'Ivoire and Ghana, 
and the world's top cocoa 

product exporter.

RAW COCOA 
PROCESSED GOODS

The U.S. is a top importer of 
cocoa products; in 2022, 49.9% 
of imported cocoa beans came 
from Côte d'Ivoire and 16% from
Ghana. These goods — with 
inputs carrying the risk for child 
labor—are transformed into a 
myriad of chocolate products 
in U.S. manufacturing plants.

Cocoa is further 
processed into 
products, including 
candy, baked goods, 
beverages, ice cream, 
cosmetic products, 
and soap.

The cocoa supply chain exposes 
numerous global businesses 
and millions of shoppers to cocoa 
products that may contain an 
input produced with child labor.

Source: U.S. ITC Dataweb, 2022 and UN Comtrade Database, 2018-2023.
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