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General Comment

The HHS decision to include full coverage for contraception services and counseling as preventive
services is the result of sound judgment about what is good for all society. Allowing certain faith-
based
organizations to avoid this statute is, in fact, promoting the private interests of one religion—or even
one conservative element of that religion—over the consciences of employees. This does not further
their special mission to help the common good. Ironically, when the bishops claim to lobby for
religious
freedom, they are ignoring the moral agency of all the women who would benefit from contraceptive
coverage. In addition, they are skirting the fact that few Catholics agree with them about the
provision
and use of family planning.
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